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means destroying the psyche of the 
�krainian people. �he easiest way 
for the invaders to do this is to rape 
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them and commit atrocities against 
them, which will lead to the destruc-
tion of �krainian families. 

The story du �our—t he scan dal  of the 
outright support for ȃscorched earthȄ 
war against �kraine by the �ussian 
Orthodox Church in the persons of its 
patriarch, most of its bishops, scores of 
its clergy, and the ma�ority of its faith-
ful—d id not begin in Februar y 202 2 
or �arch ŘŖŗŚ. �he modern roots of 
this horror lie in the choice mad e by 
Pat riar ch Alexey II an d the then-Syn-
od of the Russian  Church shortly af ter 
the fal l of the Communist regime an d 
the ostensible liberat ion of the church 
to align its destiny, its politics, and 
its financial interests with those of 
the Russian  government. As George 
Weigel points outǱ

�s the �oviet �nion was crumbling 
in ŗşşŖ, two roads metaphorically 
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diverged in a Russian wood. One 
was the path of national renew-
al facilitated by an evangelically 
vibrant, intellectually open, and 
ecumenically engaged Russian 
Orthodoxy; the other was the more 
familiar road of Russian Orthodox 
subservience to state power. In this 
instance, the ȃroad less traveled 
byȄ was not taken. �nd confirming 
the poet’s insight, that choice 
indeed ȃmade all the difference.Ȅŗ

The Russian Orthodox Church that 
chose this road was the ȃ�ergianistȄ 
church, born out of the pact with the 
devil made in ŗşŘŝ by thenȬpatriarchal 
locum tenens �ergius ǻ�tragorodskyǼ 
and his greatly decimated synod. One 
could argue that by the ŗşşŖs, it had 
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no internal spiritual wherewithal for a 
diěerent choice. �erhaps the bishops, 
who had been carefully groomed by 
the iron hand of the Communist Party 
�ommiĴee for �eligious �ěairs, and 
who all had 	� code names, were sim-
ply not able to lead the church out of its 
spiritual captivity to the state.2 �e that 
as it may—with many other contrib-
uting factors also at play, money and 
power chief among them—the choice 
was made. And that choice proved very 
lucrative for the Russian Church. It be-
gan steadily gaining back a tremendous 
amount of its property formerly expro-
priated by the �olsheviks, it received 
access to the rich, golden vein of ŗşşŖs 
commerce via the duty-free exports of 
goods such as cigareĴes and alcohol, 
and most importantly, it was essentially 
set up to replace Communist ideology 
in the public sphere. �rthodo¡ schools, 
�rthodo¡ camps, �rthodo¡ army 
chaplains, �rthodo¡ faculties in secular 
universities, and so on. �he state did its 
job in promoting Orthodoxy as faithful-
ly as it could in the chaos of the ŗşşŖs 
ideological wilderness. 

�f course, all this came at a price. �he 
Church had to play its part as the ideo-
logical bulwark of the �ew �ussia, 
which as early as the late �eltsin years 
began to define itself as a ȃ
oly and 

�ighty �ussiaȄ in spiritual oppo-
sition to the ȃcorrupt West.Ȅ � have 
been told by trustworthy sources in 
the Patriarchate that when the city of 
�oscow began talking about rebuild-
ing the �athedral of �hrist the �avior, 
�atriarch �le¡ey asked whether the 
money could instead be invested in 
rebuilding some destitute church 
properties where parishes or monas-
tic communities were truly struggling. 

e received a clear and une�uivocal 
ȃdon’t even think about it,Ȅ because 
the personal ambition of �ayor �ury 
�u£hkov demanded a building of the 
stature of the former empire’s ma-
�or patriotic cathedral. �f course, the 
�hurch ac�uiesced. �t ac�uiesced also 
to restoring the cathedral’s unabash-
edly militarist iconography, includ-
ing the uncanonical fresco of the Holy 
Trinity depicting God the Father as an 
old man. It received from the deal the 
ostentatious Hall for Church Councils 
in the undercroft of the cathedral, 
which has proven to be a lucrative 
space used for all kinds of secular and 
semiȬsecular cultural activities, includ-
ing some borderline obscene dance 
performances by ȃchurch dancers.Ȅ

One can also mention the rise of vari-
ous �rthodo¡ patriotic organi£ations, 
and especially significant eěorts put 

2 Viktor Potapov, 
´ѴоӁӕаниҬӂ 
ӆрҬҫаҬӊӈӠ ћоҨ,µ 
ѝрани, No. 166, 1992.

A priest blessing 
�ussian rocket 
launchers, �oscow, 
ŘŖŗś. �hotoǱ �oscow 
News Agency.



     Śř�ѕђ Wѕђђљ řŖ  ȩ �ummer ŘŖŘŘ

into the �uasiȬmilitary education of 
young boys, particularly orphans, by 
such figures as the notorious �oscow 
priest �imitry �mirnov, as well as 
the more nefar ious groups of young 
men organi£ed ȃto keep order and 
peaceȄ in various �ussian cities and 
towns. � knew a couple of young men 
who had  left those groups becau se of 
what  they described as  a fas cist bent. 
�hese groups have promoted as ȃtra-
ditional �rthodo¡ valuesȄ machismo, 
homophobia, misogyny, and un�ues-
tioning obedience to their lead ers.

�o be sure, during the time of �atriarch 
�le¡ey ��, the �hurch used the signifi-
cant power it was amassing largely to 
deal with internal aěairs. �t worked 
tirelessly to solidify the ȃsingle or-
derȄ at the e¡pense of various fringe 
groups, especially more progressive 
movements, and to use the massive 
support of the state to cement the po-
sition of the Orthodox Church as the 
primary Christian religious institution 
of Russia. One can point to many new 
laws limiting the activities of other 
�hristian denominations, from �oman 
�atholics to �rotestants and breakout 
Orthodox groups not in communion 
with the Moscow Patriarchate. The 
cruelest persecutions, including the 
criminal prosecution of �ehovah’s 
Witnesses, did not start until much 
later, but the soil was already being 
well seeded.

�erhaps the most significant action of 
the ROC on behalf of the Russian re-
gime was its role in bringing ȃback into 
the foldȄ the �ussian �rthodo¡ �hurch 
Outside of Russia. I will not belabor this 
point, which has been elo�uently dis-
cussed by �ena �e£ulin. � will only say 
that it was an uĴerly political pro�ect by 
the Russian government to regain its 
foothold in the West and to gather the 
ȃ�ussian World,Ȅ and that the �hurch 
aided in this pro�ect’s success.

�utwardly, things changed noticeably 
with the election of �atriarch irill, �ust 
as they changed with the ȃsuccessionȄ 
of Vladimir Putin presented to the as-
tonished world by the ailing President 
�eltsin. �irst and foremost, for all the 
rumored disagreements between Putin 
and irill, they understand each oth-
er very well, because they are men of 
a very similar formation. It is perfect-
ly obvious to anyone who grew up in 
the �oviet �nion and has ever heard 
�atriarch irill speakǱ he speaks like 
a Soviet bureaucrat. For all his short-
comings, �atriarch �le¡ey �� had been 
born as �le¡ey �ikhailovich �idiger, a 
descendant of �altic nobility, and grew 
up in nonȬ�oviet �stonia, in the proud 
White �ussian immigrant church, al-
though he ultimately betrayed its leg-
acy. �n contrast, �ladimir �ikhailovich 
	undyaev, the future �atriarch irill, 
although a son and grandson of priests, 
was entirely a clergyman of Soviet for-
mation. 
e is, essentially, nothing but 
a Soviet functionary. His was been 
formed as a chinovnik of the Church. 
�t is not for nothing that �utin likes to 
point out that �atriarch irill’s father 
bapti£ed him ǻan unsubstantiated and 
unlikely claimǼ. �hese men may not 
always pursue the same ends, but they 
certainly work well together.

One could go on at length about the 
���’s active ideological support for 
�utin’s regime under �atriarch irill. 
� would like to point out �ust a few im-
portant developments before geĴing 
to the painful issue at hand. First is 
the doctrine of the ȃ�ussian WorldȄ 
oĜcially introduced and discussed at 
the 	lobal �ussian �eople’s �ouncil 
in ŘŖŖŝ, oĜcially chaired by the 
Patriarch. The authors of this doctrine 
were leading nationalist conservative 
thinkers. �ignificantly, in declaring the 
absolute value of �ussia’s leadership 
in a world where ȃthe �ngloȬ�a¡on 
pro�ect has failed,Ȅ it makes various 



pronouncements in support of the de-
fense of the ȃwhole �ussia,Ȅ including 
preemptive military operations.3 This 
doctrine has been thoroughly repu-
diated by the international group of 
leading Orthodox theologians short-
ly after the beginning of the current 
�ussian invasion into �kraine.Ś Its im-
pact on the ideological program of the 
���, however, cannot be overestimat-
ed. �n the spring of ŘŖŗŗ, �rchpriest 
�sevolod �haplin, at that time chair 
of the �atriarchate’s �epartment for 
�elations between �hurch and �ociety, 
published a document entitled ȃ�ive 
�ostulates of �rthodo¡ �ivili£ation.Ȅ5 
�his remarkable document, a bona 
fide fascist declaration, deserves spe-
cial aĴention since at the time, �haplin 
was one of the chief spokesmen of the 
Moscow Patriarchate and was wide-
ly understood to be a mouthpiece of 
the Patriarch. Those postulates are as 
follows:

ŗ. ȃ�eek first his kingdom and his 
righteousnessȄ ǻ�aĴ ŜǱřřǼ

2. �ociety and, ideally, the state have a 
spiritual mission.

3. �he �hurch, the people, and the 
state are one whole.

Ś. Strong central authority is called to 
consult the people.

5. A person is called to live in harmo-
nious unity with others.

�n his repudiation of the fascist, an-
tiȬ�hristian essence of this document, 
�aniel �truve �uotes an import-
ant passage that underscores both 
�haplin’s and, as history shows us, 
the �atriarchate’s positionǱ ȃ�acrificing 
one’s own ǻand in the situation of de-
fending the faith and the Fatherland 
even another’sǼ life, selfȬdenial, surren-
dering one’s rights, freedoms, and 
property for the sake of one’s neighbor, 
one’s community and one’s people, is 

the behavioral norm for an Orthodox 
�hristian.Ȅ6 Struve correctly notes that 
in this doctrine Chaplin essentially 
commits the sin of �ostoevsky’s 	rand 
�n�uisitor, establishing the ideology of a 
�hurch without �hrist, where �hrist is 
replaced by ȃthe �atherland.Ȅ

�n late ŘŖŗŗ, following widespread 
protests in �ussia against the falsifi-
cation of the national election results, 
Chaplin published a political program 
for the preservation of Russian nation-
al sovereignty.7 He suggested that any 
form of internal discontent would be 
eagerly e¡ploited by an ȃe¡ternal ene-
myȄ to destroy �ussia. �uch a view is 
held by each and every dictator in the 
world, and is certainly championed by 
�ladimir �utin. �haplin’s program was 
significantly more radical than the ȃ�ive 
�ostulates,Ȅ in that it openly called for a 
nationalist government program, mobi-
li£ation of the masses, strengthening of 
the military, police repressions against 
migrants and ȃcorrupt businessmen,Ȅ 
and more. �n other words, �haplin was 
not only signaling the �hurch’s support 
for the government crackdown on the 
protests, but calling for even greater 
measures. �t the same time, in the wake 
of the crackdown, �atriarch irill deliv-
ered an obse�uious address in which he 
famously lauded �utin for working as 
hard for the good of the Russian nation 
as ȃa galley slave.Ȅ8

�he ne¡t landmark event in the ac-
tive cooperation between the Russian 
Church and the Russian regime came 
a couple months later in the Pussy Riot 
case. �he ȃ�unk �rayerȄ video filmed at 
the Christ the Savior Cathedral by the 
notorious feminist group called on the 
�heotokos to drive �utin out of power. 
�t provoked an unprecedented �oint re-
sponse, amplified by both the stateȬrun 
and the Orthodox media. Amid calls 
for all manner of cruel retribution for 
the ȃimpious whores,Ȅ including some 
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Orthodox suggesting corporal punish-
ment and gang rape, the �hurch orga-
ni£ed a ȃstanding in faithȄ rally around 
the �hrist the �avior �athedral, an om-
inous spectacle in which hundreds of 
priests in blood-red vestments stood in 
militaryȬlike formation. While outrage 
against the performers was masked as 
the ȃoěended feelings of the faithfulȄ 
and swept even through many of pro-
gressive �rthodo¡ circles, the �hurch’s 
organi£ed reaction to a performance 
targeting �utin and his regime left liĴle 
room for doubt about what was really 
happening. The trial and sentencing of 
two of the performers will go down in 
history as one of the most embarrassing 
spectacles of the �hurch’s obse�uious-
ness to the state. From the caricature 
ȃwitnessesȄ to ȃthe crimeȄ to the bare-
ly coherent public prosecutor’s ineptly 
invoking the canons of the �cumenical 
Councils (a prosecutor coached by the 
previouslyȬmentioned �ather �imitry 
�mirnov, no lessǼ, the process was a 
never-ending embarrassment. It is 
worth mentioning that the ROC has 
never oĜcially interceded for the ac-
cused in any meaningful form, and was 
apparently �uite content with the tri-
al’s cruel outcome sentencing the two 
young women, one of them a recent 
mother, to two years in a penal colony.

The next important example of hand-
in-hand collaboration between Church 
and state was the infamous ȃ�aw of 
�ima �akovlevȄ prohibiting the adop-
tion of �ussian orphans into the West. 
�n spite of the wellȬknown atrocious 
conditions in Russian orphanages and 
the fact that Westerners tended to adopt 
a large percentage of children with sig-
nificant health problems, most of whom 
had liĴle chance of survival, let alone a 
decent life, in �ussia, the �hurch enthu-
siastically campaigned for the ban. It 
spread outrageous rumors of the harm 
done to the Russian adoptees by their 
Western parents and helped spread 

hysteria about ȃmaintaining children’s 
ties to their motherland.Ȅ �Ĝcial repre-
sentatives of the Patriarchate declared 
the ���’s une�uivocal support for the 
law at a meeting in the Kremlin in the 
wake of its signing. 

�inally, � must mention the significant 
support of the ROC for the law de-
criminali£ing many types of domestic 
abuse. The Patriarchal Commission for 
the �efense of the �amily, headed by 
the same late �ather �imitry �mirnov, 
became a staunch ally to the govern-
ment as it overhauled the domestic 
abuse law. Church authorities tirelessly 
spread propaganda among the faith-
ful that the strengthened protection 
against domestic abuse was a liberal 
Western ploy to weaken and even de-
stroy the traditional family and the ȃdi-
vinely establishedȄ family order. 

�his brings me, at last, to the sub�ect of 
the �oscow �atriarchate’s direct com-
plicity in �ussia’s war against �kraine. 
This complicity did not begin in 2022. 
The cooperation between the Russian 
Church and the Russian government 
to sub�ugate the �krainian yearning for 
independence is an ancient aěair, going 
back centuries, but its modern iteration 
has led to the greatest bloodshed so 
far. The most active period began with 
the �aidan ȃ�evolution of �ignityȄ 
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of ŘŖŗřȮŗŚ, �ussia’s anne¡ation of 
�rimea, and of course the subse�uent 
granting of autocephaly to the Church 
in �kraine by the �atriarchate of 
�onstantinople in ŘŖŗŞ. While the grant 
of autocephaly unleashed the most vit-
riolic and outright demonic rhetoric 
from �oscow toward �kraine, as well 
as the ���’s unilateral breaking of 
communion with �onstantinople, it is 
worth noting that Moscow had already 
consistently lent its ȃspiritual gravitasȄ 
to the anne¡ation of �rimea as the ȃcra-
dle of �ussian �rthodo¡yȄ ǻa cradle 
that subse�uently moved to yiv, in 
accordance with the remlin’s geopo-
litical focus). The Patriarchate has also 
been fully consistent in demoni£ing 
not only the autocephalous �krainian 
�rthodo¡, but also �krainian 	reek 
�atholics, derisively called ȃ�niats.Ȅ 
�he champion of the laĴer sub�ect is 
�etropolitan 
ilarion �lfeyev, who 
can barely deliver a speech without 
a �ab at the ȃnationalist �niatesȄ and 
ȃ�onstantinople schismatics.Ȅ

In the months leading up to the Russian 
invasion of �kraine, both the state and 
the Orthodox media ratcheted up their 
antiȬ�krainian rhetoric, decrying the li-
centiousness of the ȃWesterni£edȄ inde-
pendent �kraine, the ostensible crimes 
of the ȃ�krainian �a£is,Ȅ describing 
the suěering of the innocents of �onbas 
at the hands of the ȃ�krofascistsȄ, 
and calling for the intervention of the 
�ussian state on behalf of their ȃsuf-
fering brothers and sisters.Ȅ �amely, 
the notorious Kremlin loyalist priests 
�ndrei �kachev, �rtemiy �ladimirov, 
and �ndrei �ovikov have been telling 
story upon hair-raising story from the 
ambo. One of the consistent themes of 
these stories, as well as the accompa-
nying speeches by the �atriarch, is the 
horror of Gay Pride parades that have 
become part of the life of the ȃungod-
lyȄ Western societies. �nother is the 
black market that ostensibly operates in 

�kraine, supplying human organs har-
vested from the innocents slaughtered 
in �onbas to the West. �he successful 
implantation of these outrageous lies 
in the minds of the Russian people is 
apparent not only in �ussians’ general-
ly high support for the war, but in the 
unending repetition of these themes on 
social media, including in �rthodo¡ 
circles, where they often dominate.

In the almost four months since the 
beginning of the invasion, �atriarch 
irill and many local bishops, to say 
nothing of the clergy, have regularly 
spoken up to e¡press their une�uiv-
ocal and enthusiastic support of the 
war and the bloodshed. Their rhetoric 
has not been tempered by the uncov-
ering of horrific crimes perpetrated 
by the �ussian occupants in �ucha, 
�orodianka, �rpen, or �ariupol. �f 
anything, it is geĴing shriller. �ermit 
me to �uote some of their statements. 
Patriarch Kirill:

�n the �onbass there is re�ection, 
a fundamental rejection of the so-
called values that are oěered today 
by those who claim world power. 
Today there is a test for the loyal-
ty to this new world order, a kind 
of pass to that ȃhappyȄ world, the 
world of e¡cess consumption, the 
world of visible ȃfreedom.Ȅ �o 
you know what this test isǵ �he 
test is very simple and at the same 
time terrible—it is the Gay Pride 
parade. . . . We have entered into a 
struggle that has not a physical, but 
a metaphysical significance.9

�oday, two brotherly peoples have 
�oined the conĚict, but they are es-
sentially one, �ussian people. . . . 
�us’ is one country, one people, but 
these people turned out to be too 
strong, and the neighbors, fright-
ened of this power, started doing 
everything to divide these people, 
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to convince parts of these people 
that they were not one people.ŗŖ

�oday � oěer a special prayer for 
our armed forces, our fighters in 
whom we place our hopes for se-
curity, for freedom, for the true in-
dependence of our country. . . . Our 
entire nation needs to wake up to-
day, to become alert, to understand 
that a special time has come which 
may inĚuence the historical desti-
ny of our people.ŗŗ

�very one of you must know 
what dangerous events are taking 
place today in the land of �kraine. 
�n�uestionably, the �nemy of hu-
mankind is provoking the fratricid-
al war between brothers, members 
of one �hurch, who belong to the 
one Orthodox faith. There is noth-
ing more abhorrent, terrible and 
disgusting than provoking a frat-
ricidal war, but often enough peo-
ple who find themselves under the 
powerful pressure of propaganda 
lose their sense of boundaries and 
fall so completely into the devil’s 
snare that they cannot tell truth 
from lies, and are ready to act as 
the Evil One commands.ŗŘ

Metropolitan Sergiy (Fomin) of 
�orone£hǱ

We all must support our �resident 
and his endeavor. It is very unfor-
tunate that this task can no longer 
be accomplished without blood-
shed. �ven people in �kraine 

understand it, and we receive some 
of them here as refugees.ŗř

�he laĴer �uotation brings up the 
sub�ect of the ���’s complicity in the 
forced reseĴlement of hundreds of 
thousands of �krainian refugees who 
have been moved to Russia. There are 
reports, currently unsubstantiated by 
independent sources for lack of access, 
of monastic and diocesan administra-
tions’ active involvement in the separa-
tion of families and their relocation to 
distant areas. While the facts in these 
reports re�uire careful verification, the 
rhetoric of some of the bishops from the 
regions bordering �kraine about the 
ȃliberationȄ of these refugees from the 
ȃfascistȄ �krainian government points, 
at the very least, to their ac�uiescence 
to the alleged war crimes of kidnap-
ping and reseĴling the civilians from 
the occupied territories. 

The fac ts outlined here illustrat e how 
the sin of prostituting oneself to world-
ly power—a sin the Orthodox Church 
seems to commit time an d ag ai n—p e-
rennial ly lead s to crimes agai nst hu-
man ity. Never was  the biblical  max im 
ȃthe wages of sin is deathȄ more stark-
ly proven as  when the Church in the 
persons of its hierarchy, clergy, and 
lai ty chooses to stan d behind an ag-
gressive invasion. �nd this, of course, 
shows al l the more brightly the light 
of those clergy an d fai thful in the ROC 
who, in spite of significant personal 
danger, continue to raise their voices 
in opposition to the regime, both state 
an d ecclesial . 

13 Metropolitan 
Sergiy (Fomin) 
of Voronezh 
interviewed in 
Прихожанин, April 
13, 2022, http://
www.patriarchia.ru/
db/text/5916614.
html
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