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C h a p te r 2

M ikh a il Bakhtin
'First P hilo so p hy

'

R 1u la n  Ĺ o sha ko u

T h is m e th o d c o n s is ts e s s e n tia lly in  le a v in g th e

q u e s tio n  o F tr u th a n d a skin g a b o u t s e n s e  in s te a d

L tłdtu ig Ųvittge n s te in

th e  d iffic u lty o F M ikh a il B a kh tin
'

s te x t To ıu a rJ ıı PliksopAy of th � A c t fo r th e

re a d e r  is la rge ly D u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t th e  kin d o Fa c tio n  B a kh tin  d e sc rib e s a s  p o ĵ

u łpo k (ch e  R u s s ia n  fo r
'

[p e rfo r m e d] a c t
'

o r
'd e e ď ) d o e s n o t le n d irs e lf [o  a  d e

iFit is ta k e n  fr o m  th e  v e ry  o u ts e t to  b e  a  c r iciq u e  o fa ll th e  v a ria n rs  o ftr a n s c e n

d e n ta l m e ra p h y s ic s  a n d
, 

to  th is e x te n t, 
a s  a n  o u t & n e  + n o n dmsidt o n to lbgy

O n to lo gy, w
h ic h A r is to tle  c a lle d

' ĥ r s t p h ilo s o p hy
'

, s e e s  its e lf a s th e  d is c o u rs e

o íb e in g a s  s u c h A n d
, 
s in c e , 

a c c o rd in g to  A r is to tle ,  
th e  im m e d ia te  d e ĥ n itio n

o r be in g , o r  e n tity , 
is e s s e n c e  w h ic h c o m p ris e s  a n  e x p lic a tio n  o f tu ha t th is

e n tiv  is , o n to lo gy is  e x p a n d e d in to  th e  lo go s  o f e s se n c e  (人心 yo q T Fìç o ůo ia q),

w ho s e  b a s ic  fo u n d a tio n  is th e  m bí � c t o f th is o r  th a t u tte ra n c e Skip p in g e n tire

h is to ric a l e p o c h s
, 

o n e  m a y s a y  th a t th e  b e gin n in g o f tr a n sc e n d e n ta l m e ta

p hy s ic s is th e
'T h in kin g S e lF

'

(Łg° r o gito ), 
w h ic h D e s c a rte s  ta k e s to  b e  th e

s u bje c t o f all p o ss ible  sta te m e n ts  a bo u t th e  w o rld B e in g is  u n d e r s to o d h e re

a ś a  c e r ta in  obiećtiuiy of m  ? o bíe r t o r
, 
in  o th e r w o rd s , 

a s  th e  a v a ila bilin L o f a n

c t fo r a  th e o re tic a l de s c rip tio n  by a  s u bje c t c o g n isin g th is o bje c c S u c h a n

u n d e rs ta n d in g o f B e in g is re le v a n t to  a ll th e  v a ria n ts  o r tr a n s c e n d e n ta l m e ta

p hy sic s  fro m  th e  c o n ĥ n e s  o f w h ic h n e ith e r  K a n ť s a p rio r is m , 
n o r  Husserl

p he n o m e n o lo g ic a l re d u c tio n  c a n  e s c a p e
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A t th e  s a m e  tim e
, 
w h a t B a kh tin  c a lls  th e

'

a c t
'

, 
o r

'd e e d
'

,  
c  a ' " a n s

b e  e x p lic a t e d w ith in  th e  fr a m e w o r k  o f o n to lo g y  a s  th e  di s cısor B e in g
'

s t r u c t u re d a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o r d e r  o f e s s e n c e s  u n d e r  th e o r e tic a l c o n s id e r a tio n

S tr ic tly  s p e a k in g , 
th e  a c t is  a  k in d o f b e in g th a t h ils  n o  ć ss�x jc  � w h a ts o e v e r T h is

is  e x a c tly  w h y  th e  a c t lie s
, 
in  p r in c ip le ,  

b e y o n d  th e  ĥ e ld  o F th e o r e tic a l r e fle c

tio n
, 

s  o  m  e  rhì n  g  th a t m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  fo r  B a k h tin  to  a s s ig n  it n o t to  B e in g

(
' by tıye

'

in  R u s s ia n ), 
u n d e rs to o d  a s  th e  d o m a in  o f th e o r e tic a lly  e x p lic a te d

e s s e n c e s
, 
b u t r a th e r  to  e u  � Tıt (Ĵ o by tıy �) A n d '

e v e n t
'

is s e e n  h e r e  a s  a  d im e n s io n

o F B e in g  its e lF
, 

s in c e  it h a p p e n s to  b e  th e  e u  �?? t o í B e in g  r a th e r  th a n  th a t o r

a n y th in g  e ls e T h is  is w h y  B a k h tin  m a k e s  u s e  o r th e  e x p r e s s io n
'

b e in g e v e n t
'

,

in t r o d u c in g im m e d ia te ly , 
a s h e  d o e s  s o

, 
a  k in d o f o n to lo g ic a l p a r a d o x

, s in c e

'

e v e n t
'

a n d
'

B e in g
'

a r e  e x p r e s s e d th r o u g h
'lo g o i

'

th a t a r e  n o t o n ly  d ifte r e n r
,

b u t a c t u a lly  in c o m p a tib le
, 

a n d th a t c a n n o t b e  b r o u g h t to g e th e r  w ith in  th e

fr a m e w o rk  o F a  u n iĥ e d  la n g u a g e  fr e e  o f c o n t r a d ic tio n s In d e e d ,  th e  lo g o s o f

e s s e n c e  (o r  th e  d is c o u rs e  ofB e in g) is  th a t o f p r e d ic a  tio n
,  o n e  th a t c o o rd in a te s

a n  o bje c t w ith  th e  c o n e  � p t o f th is o bje c t A c c o rd in g lY  th e  o bje c tiv ity  o f a n

o bje c t in  tr a n s c e n d e n t a l m e t a p h y s ic s  is e x p re s s e d  th r o u g h th e  d e g r e e  o f th e

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f a  c o n c e p t
,  
a s  th e  o bie c tiu e  r  � a tity o F a n  o bje c t

, 
to  th e  o bje c t

its e lt In  o th e r  w o r d s
, 

th e  lo g o s o f e s s e n c e
, 

w h e th e r  w e  t a k e  it s  A r is to te lia n  o r

t r a n s c e n d e n ta lis t v e r s io n
, 

e s ta blis h e s  a n  o ï d �? t r u th a s  th e  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e

o F a  s ta te m e n t w e  m a k e  t o  a  d e ĥ n ite  o bje c tiv e  s ta te  o f a ffa ir s T r u th is th e r e by
a n  o?Ztologic¢Ztpreimte o F a n y  th e o r e tic a l ju d g m e n t T h u s

, 
th e  a c t a s  a n  � u  � n t

o f B e in g d o e s n o r b e lo n g to  th e  d o m a in  o F th e  lo g o s  o r p r e d ic a tio n
, 

o r
,  

a t

le a s t
, 
it p r e s u p p o s e s  a n  o rd e r  o f tr u th d iffe r e n t fr o m  th a t w ith w h ic h  th e o

r e tic a l r e a s o n  is c o n c e r n e d T h e
'b e in g e v e n t

'

t u r n s  o u t to  b e  a n  a n tin o m ic

c o n ju n c tio n  o r th e  t w o  lo g o i
, 

th e  u n ity  o f w h ic h is th e  m o r e  n e c e s s a ry , 
th e

le s s it is  p o s s ib le

S till
, 

w h a t o rd e r  o F t r u th  r e v e a ls to  u s  th a t w h ic h  B a k h tin  c a lls
'

e v e n t
'

?

In  th is  c o n n e c tio n  B a kh t in  p o in ts  o u t th e  s e e m in g ly  o b v io u s  fa c t th a t th e o

r e tic a l tr u th s  th e m s e lv e s  h a v e  b e e n  d is c o v e r e d  b y  m e a n s  o r c e r ta in  life  a c ts
,

o r  a r e  p r e s e n t in  c e r ta in  life  a t tit u d e s ; o r  e ls e
, a s  H u s s e r l w o u ld  h a v e  p u t it ,

th e y  a r e  g iv e n  to  u s  in  th e  m o d e s  o F v a r io u s
'

s u bje c tiv e  a c h ie v e m e n ts
' A t th e

s a m e  tim e
, 

th e  c o n te n t o í th e  a c ts  in  w h ic h  v a r io u s th e o re tic a l t r u th s a r e  giv

e n  is n o t p a r t o f th e  t r u th s  th e m s e lv e s In  o th e r  w o r d s
, 

th e  o rd e r  o r ıife  a c ts

tu r n s  o u t to  b e  tr a n s g r e d ie n r (to  u s e  B a k h tin
'

s fa v o u r ite  te r m ) w ith re g a rd

to  th e  o rd e r  o f th e  th e o r e ric a l t r u th s  p o s ite d  b y  th e m In  B a k h tin
'

s  w o rd s ,

"

[t]h e  a ffir m a tio n  o f a  ju d g m e n t a s  a  tr u e  ju d g m e n t is a n  a s s ig n in g  o F it to

a  c e r ta in  th e o r e tic a l u n ity , a n d  th is  u n iv  is  n o t a t a ll th e  u n iq u e  h is to r ic a l

u n ity  o F m y  life
"

(B a kh tin  1 9 9 3 : 4 ) T h is  h is to r ic a l u n ity  o f m y  life  c a n n o t

b e  d e ĥ n e d w ith in  th e  p a r a m e te r s  o F
'

t r u th
'

, a s  its  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  ro  a n  id e a l
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 m

o d e l '
,

 s
i nc e  su c h  a co r r es po n d e n c e  wo u l d ab oıish on c e  an d  for  al l [hc  ĵn w ,

�

o r m e a n in g ,  
o f m ) life  a s  a  u n iq u e  c v c n T T h c  u n ity  o f ıife  h a s  a  c o n tc x [ o f

irs o w n  a n d c o m p rise s its  o w n  ju s tiĥ m tio n  th a t w c  c a ll its ĵ n ııt T h u s
,  

w h a t

B akh tin  d e s c rib e s a s
'

c v c n r
'

o r
'

a c t
'

is a n  łır J)it t  · m Jr n r ofĵmfr,  
w hic h is c n o u glı

ro  re n d e r  ir re le v a n t th c  q u c s cio n  c o n c e r n in g [h c  t r u th o fw ha t w c  c a 1ı
'

s e n s e
'

.

T h c  p a ra d o x  o f
'b c in g c v c n t

'

,  
th c rc fo rc

,  
h a p p e n s  1o  b e  a n  a n tin o m y  o f

m iı)) a n d Jr u sr T h u s , a n  e v e n t o f s e n se  re n d e rs s u p e rfıu o u s th c  q u e s tio n

a b o u t th c  rr u rh o f th a t in  w hic h s e n s e  i5 s a id [ o  re s id e O n  th c  o th e r ha n d ,

th e o re tic a l t r u tı\ s a r c  in  n o  nccci w h a ts o e v e r o F h a v in g th e ir o rigin a l s e n se

cıa riĥ c d : in  fa c t
,  

re ga rd e d ir re s p c e tiv c  o f ï hc ir o rigin s in  a n
'

e v e n t
'

, 
th e y a rc  to

bc  se e n  a s
'

tr u th s in  ıhc m s c ıv c s
' (to  u se  B o lz a n o

'

s  e x p re s sio n ),  
fo r m in g a s  th e y

d o  a  c lo se d a n d s e lf s u ffic ie n t world o f sc ie n c e  o r
'

c u l[u rc
'

A t th c  s a m e  tim e ,

a n
'

e v e n t
'

d im e n sio n  is p re s e n t in  a n y th e o re t ic a l p o s itio n
,  
s e rv in g a s  irs  in u iŔ

ibk  c o n ï rx r In  B a k h tin
'

s  w o rd s  : In s o fa r a s  I b a v c  ıh o u gh t o fa n  o bjc c r, 
I h a v e

c n tc rc d in to  a  re la tio n ship w  ith it th a t h a s  th c  c h a ra c te r o f a n  o n g o in g o   · c n t
"

(B a kh tin  1 9 93 33) T h c  c v c N T o f th in kin g h e re  is n o t th c
'

th in kin g S e lF , n o r

is  it [h c  o bje c t th o u g h t o e it is  ra th e r th o u gh t its e lf th a t d o c s  n o t p ro c e e d

e ith e r  fro m  th c  p sy  · c h o lo gica l c o n s te lla tio n s o f th e  th in k in g s u bje c t o r fro m

th c  o bj c c riv ity o f th c  o bje c t it h a s  th o u gh t o f t h o u gh t is n o t d c rc r m in c d
,  
it

is ilııo lıť d ,  
sīn c e  it is  a  g r u ıłÅ J JTh  th J t ıc n d s c o m p o sitio n a l u n ity  a n d in te g r ity

[o  m y life ,  ra the r th a n  b e in g a  m e rc  J u bita iu r iu prtg r  a ítb r  o bit r rru r  łu o r  ¢d

In d e e d ,  
thc o re tic ıl t ru ths  a rc  n o t in s c ribe d u p o n  c e le s tiaı s c ro lls  by G o d

o w n  ha n d 1 h u s
,  
th e  u n iv e rs a l s ig n iĥ c a n e c  o f th e  la w  o fg ra v ita tio n  w a s  giv e n

in  a  s in g le  a c hic v c m c n t o f a  p e rs o n s life , 
w h ic h n o t o n ly  c a m e  to  c p ito m is e

is a a c  N e w t o n
'

s in d iv id u a l life
,  
b u t a lso  re fle c te d in  its e l( n o t u n like  a  L c ib n i

z ia n  monaci , s e v e ra l c e n tu rie s  in  th c d e v cıo p m c n t o f E u ro p m n  rho u gh t 11 c

la w  o f u n iv c rs a ı g ra v ita tio n  w a s  d isc o v e re d by Is a a c  N n v to n
,  

s o m e th in g th a t

be c a m e  th e  r ra lh tıio n  o F N e w ro n \ life , s in c e  it w a s  p re c is e ly in  th c  d is c o v

c ry  o f this la w  th a t N c w [o n s  life  w a s m a n ife s te d in  its  in im ita blc  s ty le  a n d

its  his to ric a l p c c u lia riq   · N e w to n
'

s ıa w s a rc  a  re a lis a tio n  o f N e w to n
'

s  lik
, 
its

'

e n tc\c c h y H o w e v e r
,  

a  rb r o r¢ric ttı m l lb 115 ¢ıtı e }lrt l¢c b} o ĺ łife  is n o t tb c rn ¢ıb

o íth iī trj,  
btır n ııl)t r  iu  īr ıu r ,  

o r m e a n in g Q tıitc  obviousı th c o rc [ic a l t r u th

is p re s c n [c d he re  in  a n  c n [irc ly d iftc rc n t to n a liq , 
v iŁ in  th a t o fp rï r r« iplılo T   ·

ra the r th a n  [h c o re tic a ],  th in kin g T h e o re tic a l th in kin g im p o s e s  o n  m e  th c

p o s itio n  o f a n  o b s e rv e n  n o t a  p a rtic ip a n t,  
w ith re s p e c t ro  th c  o bje c t T h c

disc o v e ry o f the  ıa w  o f u n iv c fs a l g ra v ita tio n  is
,  
in  this  s e n s e

,  
n o t a n  a c t o f

th e o re tic a l p o s tu la tio n , 
b u t a n  t u m t th a t e p ito m is e s  th c  ıifc  o f N e w to n  a s o n c

o Fits  c h ie f p a r tic ip a n ts

A t the  s a m e  tim e ,  th c  e v e n t o f th e  d is c o v e ry  o f th e  la w  o l g ra v ira [io n  is

n o t in c ıu d cd in  [h c  th e o re tic a l c o n te n t o r [his la w .  
T h is  is  p re c is cıy w h y it is
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im p o s s ible .. .  Bııc k fr o m  th e  th e o r e tic a l c o n te n t o F th e

.' x '"

o F cb is la w Tnl u s  e m e rg e s th e  illu s io n  
c al

w o rld w h ic h is  ta k e n  to  b e  th e  o n ly a n d tr u e  r e a lity H e re , th e o re tic a l re a
s o n  la y s c la in ì  to  b e in g tr e a te d a s a

' ĥ rs t p h ilo s o p h y
'

, 
i e A s o n co lo gy

' The

a re m p o r a l s ig n iĥ c a n c e  o F th e o r e tic a l r r u th o p p o s e s its e lF to  th e  h i 5 [ o  ric iry o F
its s e n se M o re o v e r, u n d e r  th e  g a z e  o F th e  ch e a r e tic a l s u bje c t

, th e  v e ry  e v e n t

o F a c h ie v in g th e o re tic a l tr u th  b e g in s  to  b e  s e e n  a s a n  in s ig n iĥ c a n t
'

s u bje c tiv e
'

re m n a n t o f [h c  fe e lin g s  a n d m e n ta l s ta te s rh a t c o n s titu te  a  c o m p le x  fu s io n  o r

th e  d o u b t
,  
in s p ir a tio n  a n d d e s p a ir  a lre r n a te ly e x p e r ie n c e d  by th e  h is to ric al

'

s u bje c t
'

in  q u e s tio n F r o m  [h c  p e r s p e c tiv e  o r th e  th e o r e cic a l c o n te n t o f rhe

la w  o F g r a v ica tio n ,  
it m a k e s  a b s o lu te ly n o  d ifte r e n c e  w h e th e r  it w a s d isc o v

c r e d by N e w to n
, 
H o o lce  o r s o m e o n e  e ls e

, 
s i n c e  th e  v e ry  p rio rity  in  d isc o v e r

in g th is la w  is  re le g a te d [o  th e  r a n ıc  o F a n  a c c id e n ta l h is ro r ic a l c ir c u m sta n c e
t

T h c  [h c o r e ric a ] m in d T e w rice s rc [r o s p e c tiv e ly  its  o w n  h is to ry  in  s u c h a  w ay
rh a r th e  h is to r ic iry  o F a n  e v e n t o í d is c o v e ry a p p e a r s  to  b e  a  fo r tu ito u s histo r

ic a l fa c t in  th e  fr a m e w o rk o f th e  g e n e r a l h is to ry  o í s c ie n c e

T h u s , 
th e  e v e n t o F a c h ie v e m e n t

, 
in  w h ic h th e  r e a lis a tio n  o í s e n se  ta ke s

p la c e  th a t B a kh rin  c a lls
'

a c t
'

o r
'd e e d

'

,  
c a n n o t b e  s e e n  a n d tra n s c ribe d ho

u s e  a n o th e r  o F B a kh tin
'

s  fa v o u r ite  re r m s) fr o m  w ith in  th e o r e cic a l k n o w le dge

S e n s e  in  ge n e r a l c a n n o t b c  p e r c e iv e d in  th e  p a ra m e te rs  la id  d o w n  by the  tra n

s c e n d e n ra l s u bje c t
,  

s in c e  th e  v e ry c o n c e p t o f s u bje c t is .  p r o d u c t o F a  p u rely
th e o re tic a l v ie w It is fo r  rh is  re a s o n  th a t B a k h rin  s p e a k s o F th e  e p is te m o lo g
ic a l s u bje c t a s a

" h is to ric a lly n o n a c tu a l
" fr u it o r a b s tr a c tio n

ĵ T h e re fo re
, 
the

a c t , o r  d e e d
,  

a s a  p he n o m e n o n  c a n n o t b e  d e s c r ib e d w ith in  th e  fra m e w o rk

o F tr a n sc e n d e n ta l m e ra p h y s ic s  th a t p o s irs  th e  b e in g  o F th e  th in kin g Se lF a s a

p r im a ry  fa c t o F th e  o n ro lo gy  o F th e  w o rld

A s  B .  kl, ti.  p .  i, 1,  i. " 16 "

th c .  D , ld a s .  Bjc c t .  F rh c o rc ric a l c o 8 .  Icio n  se ,  ks co  pu s

its .  ]r .  r .  iı" " I :.  [c  w o ,  [d [ ], 
i c

"

th e o '"ic .  I c o g .  Itio n  trie s  oo  c o n s n u c t a  fi.. [

p l, il' ' " p ı,y (Pri'" p l,il. so p h ia )
"

(e . k l, ri.  1 9 9 3 8 )
"

F O  : [i :.  Clw .  RC [ic n l .  A lid ity .  f .  j.  D g m e n c, o n  th e  o [l, " h . .  d
, [h ,  i.  D iv id .  A l h i, [o , id

m o m e n t t ï : .  1 " .  Fo " " ri. " f .  j.  D g " " [ in ro  a n .  n " " . .  B le  a c t o r  d . .  d .  Fi.  A u [h.  r

is C " P l.  [.  Ir  im n im c ria l I . . y .  E lĺ . " h .  o n e ..  H o  is   · .  [  · .  Ily  rh i.  K in g a n d ..  HO  is

' " . . .  :.  B l,  fo r I, i : a c t o f cl, i.  K i.  g 1 . .  N o t p '" e n t  in  [h .  [h ,  o . .  Ric a lly   · alid j.  Dgm ' "
"

(B a kh [in  1993 3 4 )
3 '

T l- d i" " ry .  f . ^ .  p rio ri .  I, " " [ in  o u ' " g .  Itio n  d id n o r o p ' " w a y o u t lio m

w ith i. . .  g .  I[i°.
,  

i '
,  

fr . . ..  I[hi.  Irs c o n te n rls c n se  a s p e c e , 
in to  rh .  H i" " ic a lly

in d i.  id . .  I
, ' " .  Al c o g n icio n a ı a c t : it d id  n o t s u rm o u n t rh .  i,  d i. .  o c i.  Ri" " d o lu t,  al

im p . " Io u s .  c s s , a n d h .  N c e  o ' " a s  c o m p e ll,  d [o  ch in k u p   · p . " Iy  th e o , " jc a l s u b ie c '"

fo . . H i" - " " d . .  [ se lf .  c ti.  Iry .  a  I, is co ric a lly  n o n a c tu a l s u b ic c cu m a . .  i. .  Rs al

" " " " " " , . " i. .  : : fi. " " ? °" " °
, ' " p i" " lo g ic a l s u b ie " "

" (B .  kh rin  1993
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K a n t  tlisc o v c ry o f th c  a p r io ri so u rc e s o f kn o w ledge  w a s a n  im p o n a n t

c h a n ge  tu itb in  r ra n sc e n d c n ta l m c ta p hy sic s  w hic h
,  
h o w e v e r.  

D id n o th in g to

s ha ke  its  fo u n d a tio n T ĥ c  fo rm a ıis m  o f e th ic a l o bliga t io n , se v e re ly c riti

c isc d by  B a kıttin ,  
is d u c  [o  [h c  v e ry c h a ra c te r o f thc  [ra n sc e n d c n ra l E g o

th a t s im pıy  a c q u ire s  a  n o u m c n a l s ra [u s in  K a n t  e thic s Uııimatcl th c

p ric e  th a t K a n t h a s  (o  p a y fo r re ta in in g th c  rra n sc c n d c n [a l p r e m ise  o f th c

S c lf a s  s u bje c t is th c  a bs e n c e  in  h is e th ic s  o f tı\c  O l h e  T ra n s c c n d c n ra l c o n

sc io u s n e s s
, 
in  ge n e ra l,  c o n ta in s n o  s u c h o n to lo g ic a l lim ita tio n s a s w o u ld

sim u lra n c o u sly o u tlin e  th c  O th e r
'

s d o n ıa in + T h u s
,  

[ra n sc e n d c n ta l m e ra

phy s ic s  h a s  to  fa c e  [h c  fo llo w in g d ile m m a  r iij»r r  ıj)r  O ıb r r  b  o lrtrih  ibt

Jltłd of tr n n sc e n d r ıłttrł c o tłsc io tısn r ts,  
be irłg irı ¢bis cm e  in u isibłt ,  tın ıbjn \ rłble ,

tłï ıiıł

p a n  of [r t łn sc e tłd c n ta l c o ı»sc io ltsn H t
,  ıı¢rrr  d el t

A m a / rlııtn Ttır r
,  
so  th a t ı ĥ n d m y sc ıf in  a

'fa c e to fa c e
'

s itu a rio n  th a t ,  a s Ľ

L c v in a s h a s sh o w n
,  

c a n n o ¢ a t a ll b e  d e s c rib ed in  [c rm s o f c o n sc io u s n e ss

'th e  O the r
'

a pp e a rs in  K a n tį  e th ic s a s  a  rcd u p lic a t io n  o F o n c į '

o w n
'

scı(

s o m e th in g tha t is p a n ic u la rly  c ıe a r  in  th e  v e ty fo rm u la  o f th c  c a te g o ric a l

im pe r a tiv e  w h e re  th c  p e rs o n
'

o l a n y o th e r
'

is  n o  m o re  ¢ha n  a  rc m o rc  e c h o  o f

'

) n u r  o w n
'

p e rs o n T h e  Others s ta tu s in  K a n t is p u re ly  fo r m a l it is n o tlı

in g m o re  ih a n  th c  fo rm  o f c 【h ic a l o blig a tio n  its e lf Fo r  th is re a so n
,  

e thic a l

o blig a tio n  in  K a n t is n o t «lc riv c d fro m  th c  re ality  o fa  d e e d itse lf,  b u r w o u ld

◆ 山 c r a pp e a r to  b c
'

ta c ke d o n
'

th c  s u bje c t o f e th ic a l a c tio n
'fro m  o u rsidc

' )

H e re  w e  d o  n o t g o  b e yo n d th c  b o u n d a rie s o f th a t w hic h is
'

o u r o w n
'

a n d

w h ic h s ta n d s fo r th c  fo rm a lis m  o f c th ic a l o bli 吕 a rio n
,  
th e  kin d o f fo rm alism

th a t
,  
like  rh e o re tic a ı c o n sc io u s n e ss

,  
i5  c lo sed in  itsc lí,  

w ith n o  o u tle ts  ro

th e  e x te r n a l w o rıd .  
A s  a  r e s u lt ,  

s a y s B a kh tin ,

" [r) he  a c tu a l d e e d is c a s t o u t

in ¢o  th c  ıh c o r c tic a l w o rıd w iıh a n  e m p ty  d e m a n d fo r  Ic g a liq
' (B a kh tin

1993 26 ) Th c  c th ic a ı c ha ra c te r o f a  d e e d c a n n o r b e  r e v e a le d th r o u gh th c

a u ro n o m y o f ıe gisıa tin g th c  m o ra l la w
ı 

se e n  a s  th c  p res c rib in g o f thc  fo r m

o F e th ic a ı o bıig a tio n  br y o n t ft/fto  o n e tttF simiıarl [h c o rc tic a l c o n s c io u s n e s s

re m o v e s  e v e ry  tra c e  o f irs  o w n  e v e n t

T h u s
,  
th c  d e e d c a n n o t bc  d e sc ribe d e ith e r  a s s u bje c t o f e th ic a l a c tio n  o r

a s  o bjc c e o f lh c o rc tic a ı re p re se n ta tio n Fo r th is re a s o n ï  th c  d e e d  its e lĺ re s is ts

a ıl a ttc m p rs  [o  h a v e  it d iss e c te d  in ro  a n
'

o bje c tiv e
'

se n se /c o n te n t a n d a
'

s u b

ın  D ts c m a h \c a ph»ıic a l M cd iu ¢io m .  
a  c a n o n ic a l te x t  o f r ra n sec n d c n ra】 m c ra ph) i e

.

i\ is  o n ly o n ce  ıh a ¢ o th e r  pe o p le  m a ke  a n  a p p c a t a n e c .  
A n d the n  o n ly ro  c o m e  u n de r  the

im m c d iırc  s u sp ic io n  ılu ı thty  a rc  n o r n a lly h u m a n  bt in p  bu t ra th e r  m a ch in es  w c u in g

c o a u  a n d  ı\ J ts

T h e  a hic a l o tıghı h  ra c ke d o n  fıo m  o u ts id e (B a khıin  1993 7 3)
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jc c tiv e
'

(p sy c hic) p ro c e s s o f i[s p e rfo r m a n c e
6  E m p ha s is in g a s h c  do c s  this

p r in \o rd ia l in te g rity o f [h c  d e e d ,  
ßa kh tin  p a r ts w a ys  n o t o n ly w ith K a n r\

ï ra n sc c n d c m a lis m ,  
b u t a lso  w ith H u s s e rts  p h c n o n l e n o ıo gy o f thc  p e r io d o f

ıh c  L o git tï / ıilłltııigrrıiolı a n d ldt ttr " ť r rııiııiııg ıo  ıt /'
u r r  P b r ııo u rm  0 . T hc

d e e d c a n n o t b c  p re s c n [c d in  te r m s  o f a  n o c m a tic n o e tic  c o r re la tio n  rha t

ıju s s c rı re g a rd e d a s a  u n iv e r s a l m o d e  o F re v e a lin g thc  s e n s e  o f o bjc c rn e ss

Tn ï c  s e n se  o f a  de e d is n o t a  n o c m a  w i¢h n o c tic  la y e rs  o f a  p syc h ic  n a [u rc

b u ilt u p a b o v e  iı, 
w hic h ıo g c th c r c o n s tit u rc  a n  o bje c t o f p ra c tic a l a c tio n

1 h c rc fo rc ,  a  cle c d is n o ı a n  a c tio n  a im e d a t r e a lis in g [h c  s e n s e  g iv e n  [o  m c

by w y o fc id c tic  in ru itio n  : in  U a kh tin is w o rd s , [a ] p e rfo r m e d a c t liv e s a n d

m o v e s in  a  w o rıd th a t is n o [ ıiıc  p syc h ic  w o rıď
"

(B a kh tin  ı9 93 12).  
1h c

se n se  o f a  d e e d i$ o n ly th c  d e e d its e lf In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e re  is n o  s u c h thin g

a s th c  s e n s e  o fa  d e e d g iv c tı /ı p rio ri,  
a n y m o re  tlıa n  th e re  is a  fo rm  o Fc thic al

o b liga t io n  g iv e n  ıi p r io ri, 
in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith w h ic h m y  a c tio n  w o u ld q u aıi

fy  a s  a  d e e d , o r a n  r ¢tJira jb' r r/m rrılı a c tio n In  p h c n o m c n o lo gy ,  
a s w e ll a s in

Kants '

p ra c tic a l re a s o n
'

(w ııic h is th c  s a m e  a s g o o cl o ltl
'

th c o r c tic a l re a so n
'

,

o n c e  th c  la t [c r h a s sh a ke n  o fr thc  sıta c kle s o f rh c  u n «lc rs [a n d in g),  
w e  ĥ n d

th c  p rio r itis in g o f a  tllc o re [ic a l a tritu d c  ılia t nakcs it o b v io u sly  im p o ss iM c

to  g a in  a c c e s s to  tire  o c c u r re n c e  o f a n  e v e n t c a lle d
'd c c ď

.

S u m m in  吕 u p w ııa t h a s b e e n  s a id b c ĺo rc
, 
ıc 【 u s re m a rk rh a t in  the  v e ry

B e in g o f [hc  tırc o rc tic a l w o rıd a
' ıiv in g p o in t o f in n e r  fre e d o m

'

(M a m a r

d a sh v iıi) c a n  bc  fo u n d
.  
In  w h ic ı,

.  
H o w e v e r

.  Thc  e n tire  w e igh t o f a  h is co ric a lly
rc spo n s ibıc  d e e d is c o n c e n [ra rc d T h is is t ru ly a

'h e a n  p o in t
,  
th c  o n ly o n c

ch a r im p a n s  [o  rh c  th e o re tic a l w o rld its g e n u in e  w e igh t a n d s ig n iĥ c a n c e

A s  th c  tl\c o rc tic a】 w o rld b re a k s a w a y fm m  th e  o r igin  i【 h a d in  a n  e v e n t, a s

it w itlıd ra w s in to  th c  illu s o ņ   a \ıto n o m y o F [im c lĽ s s t r m h s
, 
it ıa Jtī in  ĵ m J r

lt w a s  p re c is e ly in  rh c  a cq u is itio n  o f a u to n o m y by s c ie n tiĥ c  r a tio n a lity tha t

H u ss c rl w a s  to  s e c  th c  p rin c ip a l c a u se  o f ch c  c risis o f th e  E u ro p e a n  s c ie n c e s,

w h ic h h e  w o u ld s e e k [o  o v e rc o m e  by t u rn in g to  tlıc  fo rg u t ï e n  p rc p rcd ic a tiv c

Certainri o f rhc
'life w o rlď A 【 th c  s a m e  tim e , th is h e a v y p o in t a s su m e s a

p o siıio n  o f
'

o u ts id cd n es s
'

in  re la tio n  to  th c  tlw o re tic a l w o rl«l,  
sin c e

,  
a bso rbo d

a s it is in to  th c  B e in g o f th c  rh c o rc ıic a 】 w o rld ,  
it a c q u ire s  in  ir th c  m a te rial

s u b sta n ıia lity o fa Tlï r r
,  
ru ıly d c tc rm in c d by b o th th e  p a s t a n d ch c  fu tu re  s ta te s

- Th c  p e rfo r m e d  a c t o r  ılc n J is  $p liı in to  a n  o bjc c [iv c  c o n te n t/s e n s e  a n d a  su bjc c lir c
p ro c e s s  o f w fo r m a n e c O u t o f the  n rs t fra g m e n t

,  
o n c  c re a ra  a  sin gle   stc m ic  u n iıy

o f c u ı[u rc  ıh a ı is re a lly  lp lc n d id in  iıs  s t rin g e n t c la rity .  O u t o f ıh c  se c o n d fra g m c n ¢.  
il

il is  n o t ¢lh c a rd c d a s  c o m plc tc ıy  u \ cıc =  (it i$  pu re ly  a n d e n tire ly  s u bje c tiv e  o n c e  thc

c o n tc m lw n s c  ha s  b e e n  s u b tr a c te d )
.  o n c  c ın  a t bc 5 t e x tra c t a n d a c c e p t a  c e r ta in  a cs th« ic

a n d th c o rc tic a l soncthin 吕  · 
ıikc  Bcrg\on d u rćc  o r  c la n  v iıa ı [ı2 illc gibıc  w o ] Bııt

n e ith e r in  th c  n n t w o rld n o r in  tl\c  se c o n d is the re  ro o rn  fo r th e  a c tu al a n d a m c ra ble

Pc rf. rm a n c c  o r  d e e d (B a kh tin  ı99 3 2 1)
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o F th is
'

B e in g
' fr o m  w h ic h  th is  p o in t c a n  n o  lo n g e r  e s c a p e

" H is to ric a lly

a c tu a ı o n c e o c c u r re n t B e in g is g r e a te r  a n d h e a v ie r th a n  th e  u n ita ry  B e in g

o r th e o re tic a l s c ie n c e
,

"

s a y s B a kh tin
,

" b u t rh is  d ifte re n c e  in  w e igh t
, 

w h ic h

is s e lF e v id e n t fo r  a  liv in g a n d  e x p e rie n c in g c o n s c io u s n e s s
, 

c a n n o t b e  d e te r

m in e d in  th e o r e tic a l c a te g o r ie s
"

(B a k h tin  19 9 3 : 8) H e r e  w e  a re  a p p r o a c h in g

a  m o m e n t w h e n  w e  c a n  fu lly a p p r e c ia te  th e  d e p th a n d  o rig in J ity  o fM ikh a il

B a kh tin
'

s
' ĥ rs t p h ilo s o p h y

'

T h e
'

B e in g
' '

E v e n t
'

a n tin o m y  d is c u s s e d b e fo r e  c o n s is ts in  th e  o n to lo g i

c a l in c o m m e n s u r a b ility  o F a  th e o re tic a l tT złtl r a n d th e  s e n se  o r a  d e e d  s e e n  a s a

c e r ta in  a c h ie v e m e n t h a v in g th e  c h a r a c te r o F a n  e v e n t S e n s e  c a n n o t b e  e x p li

c a re d w ith th e  h e lp o F th e o r e tic a l c a te g°r ie s
, 
b e c a u s e  rh e s e  c a te g o r ie s  th e m

s e lv e s a c q u ir e  th e ir se n s e  o n ly w h e n  th e y a re  c o r r e la t e d to  th e
'h e a v y  p o in t

'

o r a  d e e d It is h e re  th a t w e  c o m e  fa c e  to  fa c e  w ith th e  q u e s tio n  o f th e  s e n se

ď a Tiz c t, 
w h ic h is tr a n sb rm e d w ith in  th e  h o riz o n  o f th e o re tic a l c o n s c io u s

n e s s  in t o  th a t o f bo w  a  Ja c t a cq u ir es th e  se n se  of a  £b e o r e tic a Ł ia zu T h u s
,  
th e

fa c t o f a n  a p p le  fį llin g to  th e  g r o u n d  is  n o  m o re  th a n  a  fa c t o f o u r  e v e ry d a y

e x p e r ie n c e  u n til s o m e o n e  w a ke s s � tu e  ofit a s  a n  in s ta n c e  o r a  c e r ta in  th e o re t

ic a l a s se r tio n H o w e v e r
, 
d o in g th is  d o e s  n o t m a k e  it e n tire ly  c le a r  h o w  p u r e

fa c tic ity  is tr a n s fo r m e d  in to  a  fa c t o f s c ie n c e
, 
in  w h a t w a y  th e  fa ll o f a  h e a v y

o bje c t to  th e  g r o u n d  o b s e r v e d by  m e  h e r e  a n d n o w
, 

a t a  c o n c r e te  h is to ric a l

p o in t in  m y  life , 
b e c o m e s a n  in s ta n c e  o f th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f th e  la w  o f u n i

v e r s a i g r a v i ra tio n T h is q u e s tio n  h a s to  b e  r e c o g n is e d  a s  o n e  o f th e  p rin c ip a l

p r o b le m s o f m o d e r n  p h iļo s o p hy , 
o n e  th a t it h a s tr ie d  to  s o lv e  e ith e r  by  t u r n

in g to  th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l g e n e s is o f s c ie n tiĥ c  k n o w le dg e  (L o c k e
, 
H u m e ), 

o r by

p o sitin g a  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l fo u n d a tio n  fo r  it T h e r e fo r e
, 
K a n t

'

s ūiï i \ � oíp u  だ

R ea J o n  in  its e n tire ty  c a n  b e  re g a rd e d a s  a  p h ilo s o p h ic a l a n s w e r  to  th e  p r o b

te m s r a is e d  by  N e w to n ia n  p h y sic s S in c e  K a n t d e c la re s c a te g o r ia l s y n th e s is

to  be  a n  tz p r io ri c o n d itio n  o f thin k in g , 
h is

'

sy n th e tic  p r in c ip le s o r p u r e  u n

d e rs ta n d in g
'

p r e s e n t u s w ith a  metzpysićdİ str u c tu r e o f s c ie n tiĥ c  k n o w le d  \   

T h e r e fo re ,  
e v e ry  fa c t is ů p rio r i th e o re tic a lly  s ig n iĥ c a n t a n d

, 
b e in g in c lu d e d in

th is s tr u c tu r e
, 
b e c o m e s  a  r e p r e s e n ta tio n  o f th is  o r  th a t th e o r e tic a l tr u th

"

A ll

th e  r a tio n a lity  o f th e  fa c t lie s
, 

a fte r  a ll, in  th e  A p r io r i
"

, 
a s E d m u n d  H u s s e rl

w o u ld la te r  s ta te  (H u ss e rl 19 6 0 : 15 5) T h is  is th e  re a s o n  w h p  d e sp ite  a ll h is

c r itic is m  o f K a n t
, 
H u s s e rl

'

s id e a  o r p h e n o m e n o lo gy a s a n  a  p rio r i s c ie n c e  o r

e ss e n c e s  re m a in s e n tir e ly  w ith in  th e  lim its  o f E u r o p e a n  tr a n s c e n d e n ta lis m

t h e  fir s t  c h a p te r o f th e  Ide a s p e r ta in in g to  a  P tt re  P b e n o m e n o logy į n  \ţ s

e n tir e ty  is  d e v o te d  to  a n  a n a ly sis o f th e  y a w n in g g â p in  s e n s � b e tw e e n  fa c t a n d

e s s e n c e In  H u s s e rl
'

s o w n  w o rd s ,

"

[f]r o m  m a tte r s o f fa c t n o th in g e v e r  fo llo w s

b u t m a t te rs  o f fa c t
"

(H u s s e rl 19 8 3 : 17) T o  p u t it difterentl if w e  w e r e  to

p r o g re s s  th r o u gh a n  e m p ir ic a l s e r ie s o f fa c ts , 
w e  w o u ld  n e v e r  r e a c h a  p o in t
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a t w h ic h th is  s e rie s  o f fa c ts  tra n s fo r m s  its e lf in to  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f e s s e n c e s A n

e m p ir ic a l s e rie s  o F fa c ts  is o p e n e n d e d
, 

m a kin g it im p o s s ible  fo r a n  e s s e n c e

to  b e  e m p iric a lly d e r iv e d fr o m  a n  a gg r e g a te  o f fa c ts , 
e v e n  fr o m  a  c o m p le te

s e rie s M o r e o v e r
,  

e v e ry  fa c t is e n tir e ly c o ?? 姓\ ? ?  a n d th is c o n tin g e n c y (fa c

tic ity , 
o r  fa c tu a ln e s s) m u s t b e  s o m e h o w  c o r r e la te d  to  th e  n e c e ss a ry  c h a ra c te r

o f e s s e n c e

B u t th e  s e n s e  o f th is  c o n tin g e n c y , 
w h ic h  is c a lle d  fa c tu a ln e ss

,  
is

lim ite d  in  th a t it is c o r r e la tiv e  to  a  n e ć e ss tty w h ic h  d o e s n o t signi
th e  m e r e  d e }2 c to  e x is te n c e  o f a n  o b ta in in g r u le  o f c o o rd in a tio n

a m o n g s p a tio te m p o rd  m a tte r s  o f fa c t b u t r a th e r  h a s th e  c h a r a c te r

o f eźetic n e c esstiy a n d w ith th is  a  r e la tio n  to  e id e tic  u n iv e r s a lity

(H u s s e rl 19 8 3 : 7)

T h e r e fo r e
, 
in  h is v ie w

,  
a  fa c t is n o  m o 】e  th a n  a  fo o th o ld  fo r  iÁea tio n

, 
i e Fo r

s u c h  a  tu r n  o f c o n s c io u s n e s s th a t m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  to
'

in tu it
'

, 
o v e r  a n d a b o v e

th e  b a r e  fa c tic ity  o f a n  o bje c t
, 
th e  la tte r

'

s s tr ic tly  n e c e s s a ry , 
in v a r ia n t e s s e n c e

F o r  H u s s e rl
, 

th e  e s s e n c e  o f a n  o bje c t is  th e  o bje c t its e lf a s  g iv e n  in  a n  a c t o f

e id e tic  in tu itio n

W ith o u t a n a ly s in g K a n t
'

s a n d H u s s e rl
'

s p o s itio n s  in  d e ta il
, 
le t u s  n o te

th a t th e  p r o ble m  o f th e  s e n s e  of a  Jiz c t is s o lv e d by  th e m  e x c lu s iv e ly  in  th e

c o n te x t o f th e o r e tic a l c o n s c io u s n e s s
, 

n a m e ly  u n d e r  th e  h e a d i n g o f c a te g o ria l

sy n th e s is in  K a n t
,  

a n d o f c a te g o ria l in tu itio n  in  H u s s e rl It is  a n  u n a v o id a ble

c o n s e q u e n c e  o f th is  p u r e ly  th e o re tic a l a p p ro a c h th a t th e  s e n s e  o f a  fa c t is re

d u c e d  to  its e H  � n c  w h ic h is a n  id e a l o bje c t o f th e o r e tic a l sp e c u la tio n T h e

q u e s tio n  o f s e n s e  is th e r e by  s h ifte d in  th e  d ir e c tio n  o f e s s e n c e  a n d m a d e  to

a p p e a r  in  a n  in a u th e n tic
, 
c o n v e r te d fo r m In  fu ll a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  tr a d itio n a l

o n to lo gy , 
K a n t

'

s c r itic a l id e a lis m  a n d H u s s e r ľ s tr a n s c e n d e n ta l p h e n o m e n o l

o gy  a r e  th e  Àó y o q T Fìç o ů o ia q w h ic h  th e y  t a k e
, 
h o w e v e r

, 
to  b e  th e  ů  p rio r i

s t r u c m re  o f a ll o bje c tn e s s A t th e  s a m e  tim e
, 

th e  th e o re tic a Į c o n te x t in  w h ic h

th e  p r o b le m  o í th e  s e n s e  o f a n  o bje c t is a n a ıy s e d
, 
in  p a r tic u la r  th e  a b s o lu te

p r io r ity  o f e s s e n c e  o v e r  fa c t s u gg e s te d  by  th is  c o n te x t
, 

a ls o  p r e s e n ts K a n t a n d

H u s s e rl w ith a  p r o bıe m  fo r th e  s o lu tio n  o f w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  n o  m e a n s , 
fo r  it

lie s  p r e c is e ly  in  th e  a r e a  w h e r e  m e ta p h y s ic s r e a c h e s  its lim its
D u e  to  th e  c o n tin g e n c y  o f fa c t

, a n  e m p ir ic a l s e rie s  c a n  b e  s t a r te d a c a n y

p o in t o f o u r  e x p e r ie n c e H o w e v e r
, 

th is s e r ie s  c a n n o t b e  e n d e d
, 
fo r

, 
a s  H u s

s e ri p u ts  it
,

"

[e Ja c h  p h y s ic a l p r o p e r ty  d r a w s u s in to  in ĥ n itie s o f e x p e rie n c e
"

(H u s s e rl 19 8 3 : 9) O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d
,  
if s e n s e  is r e g a rd e d  o n  its o w n  a s th e

a p r io r i e s s e n c e  o f a  fa c t
, 
th e  e s s e n c e s  w ill e v e n tu a lly  fo r m  a n  e n tir e ly  a u  to n

o m o u s w o rld  w h e re  n o th in g c a n  b e  g e n u in e ly  in itia ted B a k h tin  is  p  e  r  fe  c  tly

a w a r e  o f th is jr a ihy ď tbo ı<gtlt th a t h a s  fo u n d  its e lf in  th e  e th e r  o f p u r e  s e n se   
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'T h e  w o rld  o f c o n te n t/s e n s e  is in fin ite  a n d s e lf s u ffic ie n t [ ]
"

, 
s a y s B a kh tin

" O n e  c a n n o t b e g in  in  th is w o rld
, 
fo r  a n y  b e g in n in g w ill b e  fo r tu ito u s it w ill

sin k  in  th is  w o rld  o f s e n s e  o r  m e a n in g
"

(B a kh tin  19 9 3 : 4 3) N o  b e g in n in g

ĺs p °ss\b \e  h e t e
,  
to r th e  w o rld of e ss e n c e s a s th e  a  p rio r i str u c t14 r e  of  · bje c tn e ss is

giu e n  o n c e  a n d jo r  a įt in  th e  eye  of the  tra n sc e n d e tıta į E go  th a t e n c o m p a ss e s it E o t

th is r e a s o n
, 

tr a n s c e n d e n ta l m e t a p h y s ic s  is d r a w n  in to  th e  fo llo w in g a p o ria

o u t o f w h ic h  it c a n n o t e s c a p e  o n  its o w n  : o n  th e  o n e  h a n d
, 

th e r e  is a  w o rld

o r b a d e m p ir ic a l in fin ity , 
a n d o n  th e  o th e r

, 
th e  p o w e rle s s n e s s o f th o u gh t

th a t c a n n o t b e g in  a n y th in g , 
fo r  e v e ry th in g h a s e n d e d fo r  it In  o th e r  w o rd s

,

th o u gh t is c a u g h t be tï u e e n  th e  in ĥ n ity  o f e x p e r ie n c e  a n d th e  c o m p r e h e n s iv e
,

w e ll r o u n d e d w o rld o f
'

s e n s e s
'

, 
i e It is c a u gh t b � tw e e n  b e g in n in g a n d e n d

, 
in

a  s itu a tio n  w h e r e  b o th th e  e n d  a n d th e  b e g in n in g a r e  e q u a lly  im p o s sible T h e

p rio r ity  o f th e  w o rld o f e s s e n c e s p o s t u la te d by  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l m e ta p h y sic s
,

w h e r e  n o  in itiu m  is p °s s ib le  a n d
, 

c o n s e q u e n tl»  n o  g e n u in e p r n e n t is p o s s ib le

w h ic h  a lw a y s  b e g in s  s o m e th in g , 
r a th e r  th a n  b e in g ju s t a p a stjiłtu r e  o r  a Tu tu r e

ßt? t
, 
th is p r io r ity  b r in g s a b o u t th e  e m p tin e s s o f tim e  a s a

'fo r m  o f in n e r  in t u

itio n
'

in  K a n t a n d th e  p a r a d o x e s o f
'

c o n s titu tin g
'

tim e  in  H u s s e rl A n d  in  th e

c o n te x t o f th e o r e tic a l c o n s c io u s n e s s
, 

th e r e  is n o  w a y  o f s o lv in g th is p r o b le m
,

sin c e  it is , 
in  fa c t

, 
a  p r o d u c t o f th e  th e o r e tic a l a ttitu d e  to  th e  w o rld th a t is

c h a r a c te ris tic  o f a ll m o d e r n  m e ta p h y s ic s
, 
fr o m  its b e gin n in g s in  D e s c a r te s a 1ı

th e  w a y  to  H u s s e rl

It is  o b v io u s th a t a  w a y o u t o f th e  a p o ria  in  w h ic h th e o r e tic a l c o n s c io u s

n e ss h a s fo u n d its e lf c a n n o t b e  d is c o v e re d u n til th e  th e o r e tic a l a ttitu d e  is

o v e r c o m e
, 

a c c o rd in g to  w h ic h  th is o r  th a t fa c t s e r v e s to  e x p r e s s th is o r  th a t

d e g re e  o f o bje c tiv ity  a s a  m e a s u r e  o f its c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  to  th e  a  p ń o r i giv e n
,

p r e e sta blish e d e id o s
, 

th e  la tte r  b e in g a  th e o r e tic a lly a p p r e h e n d e d e s s e n c e  o f

th is fa c t F o r  th is r e a s o n
, 

th a t w h ic h B a kh tin  c a lls a  d e e d (p o stu p o k) is by  n o

m e a n s a  c a te g°ry  o f e th ic s a s a n  rt p r io r i sć i � n ć e  o í lbe  o u ght, 
a ll th e  le s s s o ,

sin c e  a n y  c a te g°ris a tio n  o f th is k in d w o u ld d is s o lv e  th e  d e e d in  th e o r e tic a l

c o n sc io u s n e s s O n  th e  co nt ra r th e  w o rd
'd e e ď  is th e  o n e  th a t is p rin c ip a lly

e m p h a s is e d in  B a kh tin
'

s ń rs t philosoph a s  it in d ic a te s a  r a d ic a l c h a n ge  o f

m e ta p hy sic a l p a r a d ig m In  fa c t
, 
B a kh tin

'
s u n ń n ish e d te x t To ıu ů ï d ů  Pbitosopy

of th � A r t a m o u n ts to  a n  a tte m p t to  b u ild a n  o n ţ o lo gy  o n  a  b a s is r a d ic a lly

d ifte r e n t fro m  th a t o n  w h ic h  it h a s  b e e n  b u ilt e v e r  s in c e  A ris to tle In s te a d o f

ee  呷  ia , 
a  c a p a c ity  fo r  u n d e r s ta n d in g th e  e s s e n c e  o f a  th in g , 

its e h lo s , 
n p ĉ iĘĮq

m u s t b e c o m e  th e  b a s is o f o n to lo  \  It m e a n s , 
fu r th e r , 

th a t th e  lo g°s o f e s s e n c e

(人心 y o q T Fìç o ů ? ia q) is by n o  m e a n s th e ßn ů l t o n M x t in  w h ic h th in gs a r e  g iv e n
,

fo r  th e  lo g o s o f e s s e n c e  its e lf h a s Àóy o q rrp a x ī tŖ ó q a s its b a sis A t th e  s a m e

tim e
, 
it is n e c e s s a ry  th a t th e  c o n c e p t o f

'

p o ĵ tu po þ
'

[
'

a c t
'

o r
'd e e ď ] (Tcp ĉ iĘlq)

sh o u ld b e  fre e d o f its c o llo q u ia l m e a n in g o f s o m e th in g th a t a  p e r s o n  tlo e s
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C o m in g b a c k to  th e  w e ll k n o w n  a n e c d o te  a b o u t th e  d is c o v e ry  o f th e  la w

o f u n iv e r s a l g ra v ita tio n  by N e w to n
, 
w h o  a lle g e d ly

'

s a w
'

th is la w  in  th e sim ple
fa c t o f a n  a p p le  fa llin g  to  th e  g r o u n d , 

it s h o u ld b e  n o te d th a t n o  in d u c tio n

c a n  s e r v e  to  in fe r  a  th e o r e tic a l la w  fr o m  a  s e r ie s  o f e m p iric a l o b s e r v a tio n s
, re

\  dle s s o f its le n g th N o  m a tte r  h o w  lo n g w e  m a y  o b s e r v e  fa llin g a p p le s , the

o n ly  th in g th a t c a n  fo llo w  fro m  th is fa c t is th a t v e ry  fa c t a lo n e th a t a n  a pple

h a s fa lle n
, 
a n d n o th in g m o r e It is e v id e n t th a t th e  v e ry  d is c o v e ry  o f a  la w

, 
like

th a t o f u n iv e r s a l g r a v ita tio n
, 

o c c u r s  n e ith e r  in  th e  r e a l sp a c e  o f
'fa c ts

'

, n o , in

th e  id e a l sp a c e  o f
'

e s s e n c e s
'

, 
o f th e  k in d th a t w o u ld  m a k e  it p o s s ible  fo r a n y

fa c t to  b e  in fe r r e d fr o m  th e m  by  m e a n s o í lo gic a l d e d u c tio n  a lo n e
, s o m e thin g

D e s c a r te s a n d L e ib n iz  d r e a m e d o í O n e  h a s to  c o n c lu d e  th a t th e  d is c o v e ry o f

a  u n iv e r s a l la w  m u s t o c c u r  in  s o m e  o th � r  k in d o f sp a c e  th a t is tr a n sg r e d ie n t (if

w e  c a n  o n c e  a g a in  u s e  Bakhtir fa v o u rite  te r m ) to  b o th th e  s p a c e  o f fa c ts a n d

th a t o f e s s e n c e s F o r  th is d is c o v e ry  to  ta k e  p la c e
, 
it is n e c e s s a ry  th a t b o th th e

fa llin g A p p le  a n d I
, 

a s s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  s e e n  th e  g r a v ita tio n a l fo r c e  a t w o rk

in  th is  p r o c e s s
, 

sh o u ld h a v e  c o m e  to g e th e r  a t a  c e r ta in  p o in t th a t c a n n o t be

r e a c h e d by  a  m e re  a c t o f th o u gh t
, 
fo r  it is  th e  p o in t o f m y ow n ìr e nć e in  th e

w o rld 7 It a c c u m u la te s  in  its e lf th e  u n iq u e  tr a je c to r y  o f m y  life  th a t o n ly I a n d

n o b o dy  e ls e  c a n  fo llo w
,  

a n d th a t n o b o dy  c a n  r e p e a t a fte r  m e It e c h o e s w ith

th e  h e a v y Tr e a d o f m y  d e e d a s th e  m a in  th in g I w ill tło  in  m y  e n tir e  life In  th is

s e n s e
, 
th e  d e e d is a b o u t tło źn g , 

b u t it is n o t ju s t w h a t o n e  d o e s
, 
it is r a th e r w h a t

??zrtkt r o n  � fıłty bıłm a ?z
, 
a s  o n e  d o e s it N e w to n

'

s tlis c o u  � 1 , 
th e r e fo r e , 

is  n o t o n ly
a n d  n o t p rim a rily  th e  d is c o v e ry  o f th e  la w  o f u n iv e r s a l g r a v ita tio n  *  JVe zu to n ,

it is  a b o v e  a ll th e  d is c o v e ry  o íN e zu to n
, 
fo r Is a a c  N e w to n  a s a  historicalTguïe is

b o r n  in  th is v e ry  d is c o v e w  In  o th e r  w o ld s
, 
N e w to n  a s  th e  a u th o r

,  
th e  s u bi � ct

o f th is  d is c o v e ry  is n o n e x is te n t b e fo r e  th e  d is c o v e ry  its e lf h a s  b e e n  m a d e

S u m m in g u p  th is  p o in t
, 
it m a y  b e  s a id  th a t a  d e e d is a  k in d  o f a c t th e  proď

o f w h ic h is th e  p e rs o n  p e rfo r m in g th is  a c t

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  q u e s tio n  th a t th e  fo r c e  d e s c rib e d by  N e w to n
'

s la w  w a s

th e re  b e fo r e  h im  a n d th o r o u gh ly in d e p e n d e n tly  o f h im 8 H o w e v e r
, 

th e  dis

"

D e a th
, a s P ro u s t h a s it

, 
is  a  h igh ly  p ro d u c tiv e  fo r c e O F c o u rs e

, 
it is a  p ro d u c tiv e  fo rc e ,

if w e  a re  a ble  to  o rga n ise  o u r c o n sc io u s n e s s u s in g d e a th  a s a  sy m b o l o f a n y  m e e tin g fo '

w h ic h w e  m u s t b e  re a dy If th e  a p p le  fills
, w e  m u s t b e  w o r th y  o f th is fa ll, th a t is w e  n lu st

b e  th e re  in  th e  fu lln e ss o í o u rse lv e s
,  a n d  th e n  s o m e th in g w ill c o m e  to  u s fro m  it 山 a t c o u ld

n o t b e  o b ta in e d fr o m  u s th ro u gh m e r e  r e s o u r c e fu ln e s s
"

(M u n a rd a s h v ili 1997 502)" N e w to n į  la w s w e r e  v a ıid in  th e m s e lv e s e v e n  b e fo re  N e w to n  d is c o v e re d th e n r , 
a n d it

w a s n o t th is d is c o v e ry  th a t m a d e  th e m  v a lid fo r th e  ĥ r s t tim e B u t th e s e  tr u th s did n o t

c x Is T a s  c o g n isc d  tr u th s a s m o m e n ts  p a r tic ip a tin g in  o n c e o c c u r re n t B e in g a s e  v  X ,a n d th is is o f e ss e n tia l im p o r ta n c e , 
fo r th is is w h a t c o n s titu te s  th e  s e n s e  o f th e  d e e d  m  °

c o g n is e s ch e m It w o u ld b e  a  c r u d e  m is ta k e  to  th in k th a t th e s e  e te r n a l tr u th s e x is t
ed

e a rlie r
, 
b e fo re  N e w to n  d isc o v e re d th e m

, th e  w a y  A m e ric a  e x is te d  b e fo re  C o lu rn bu s

d isc o v e re d iť '

(B a kh tin  19 9 3 : 10)
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c o v e ry  its e lf o f th is  fo r c e  a s  a  la w  o f B e in E s  a n  e u e n t th a t c a n n o t b e  d e s c rib e d

in  te r m s  o f th is la w
, 

th a t c a n n o t b e  th e o re tic a lly  r e p r e s e n te d a s  a  p h e n o m e

n o n  in  th e  g e n e r a l lo g ic a l s e q u e n c e  o f th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f s c ie n tiĥ c  k n o w l

e d g e O n e  c a n
,  

o r c o u r s e
, 
tr a c e  th e  to gić ıtts e q u e n c e  le a d in g  fro m  C o p e r n İ c u s

'

h e lio c e n tric  sy s te m  a n d  K e p le rk la w s  to  N e w to n
'

s  d is c o v e r ie s S rf ic tly  s p e a k

in g , 
th e  o n ly  th in g th a t e p is te m o lo gy  d o e s  is  tu r n  s u c h p h e n o m e n a  in to  fa c ts

th a t c a n  b e  th e n  p la c e d  in  th e  g e n e ra l lo g ic a l sp a c e  o f th e
'h is to ry  o f s c ie n c e

'

H o w e v e r
, 
N e w to n

'

s d is c o v e r y  a s  a n  e v e n t
,  r a th e r  th a n  a  fa c t

, 
b e lo n g s  to  a  to

ta lly d ifte re n t to p o lo gy  a n d is  n o t
, 

th e r e fo r e
, 
th e  ĥ n a l ite m  o f th is  s e q u e n c e

T h e  e v e n t o f s c ie n tiń c  d is c o v e ry ,  
o n c e  it h a s  b e e n  tu r n e d  in to  a  fa c t o f th e

h is to ry  o f s c ie n c e
, 

w ip e s  o u t th e  tr a c e s o f its  e v e n tn e s s  a n d  r e tr o sp e c tiv e ly

c re a te s a Ta l e  � pist � n ztc  ĵ e ?  ie r in  th e  fo r m  o f a  g e n e a lo gy  in  w h ic h th is  d is c o v

e ry w o u ld a p p e a r  to  b e  a  r e s u lt o f a  p u r e ly  lo gic a l p r o c e s s

It m u s t b e  e m p h a s is e d  a g a in  th a t B a kh til 六 tr u e  originJity a n d  d e p th

a s a  th in k e r  lie s in  th e  a tte m p t h e  m a d e  to  b u ild  a
' ĥ rs t p h ilo s o p h y

'

o n  a

r a d ic a lly  d ifte r e n t b a s is
, 

s o m e th in g  th a t
, 
in  its t u r n

, p r e s u p p o s e s  a  c o m p le te

c h a n ge  o f m e ta p h y s ic a l o p tic s
9 In  G r e e k  p h ilo s o p h y , 

B e in g (o r
'b e in g  q u a

b e in g
'

) is u n d e r s to o d  a n d th o u gh t o í in  c e r ta in  th e o F e tic a l m o  &  J itie s
, 

e ith e r

a s th e  P 1a to n ic
'

e id o i
'

, 
o r a s  th e  A r is to te lia n

'

c a te g o r ie s
'

T h is  th e o r e tic a l a tti

tu d e  s u r v iv e d  a ll th e  tr a n s fo r m a tio n s  th a t th e  s u bje c t m a tte r  o f
' ĥ r s t p h ilo s o

p hy
'

u n d e r w e n t d u r in g th e  M id d le  A g e s  a n d  th e  M o d e r n  P e rio d 1o  H o w e v e r
,

th in k in g o r B e in g e x c lu s iv e ļy  in  a c ts o f th e o r e tic a l p o sitin g  p re s u p p o s e s  a

c o m p le te  n o n pa r tic ipa tio n  o n  th e  p a r t o f th e  th in k in g p e r s o n
, 

o n  m y  o w n

p a r t T h e  th e o f e tic a l a ttit u d e  its e lí p u s h e s m e  to  th e  p e r ip h e ry  o f w h a t I a m

th in kin g a b o u t
, 

s o  th a t fr o m  th e  p e r sp e c tiv e  o f th e  c o n te n t o f m y  th o u gh t I

tu r n  o u t to  b e  n o  m o r e  th a n  a n  a tte n d a n t a n d c o n tin g e n t c ir c u m s ta n c e  o f m y

th o u gh t In  th e  fr a m e w o rk o f tr a d itio n a l o n ţ o lo gy  it r e m a in s  la r g e ly  u n c le a r

in  w h a t w a y  tim e le s s  th e o r e tic a l tr u th s  c a n  b e  g iv e n  in  in d iv id u a l p sy c h o

lo g ic a l a c ts  th a t a re  by  n a tu r e  c o n tin g e n t a n d  d e p e n d e n t o n  a  m u ltitu d e  o f

a tte n d a n t c irc u m s ta n c e s d e fy in g  e x a c t c a lc u la tio n
1 1 M o r e o v e r

, 
m a n  is h e ld

h o s ta g e  by  a  th e o r e tic a l w o rld  o f h is  o w n  c o n s tr u c tio n
, 
b y  a  w o rld in  w h ic h

T o w a rd a  P h ilo s o p h y  o F th e  A c t is  s till p e r c e iv e d  a s  m a rg in a l in  re la tio n  to  B a k h tin
'

.

c e n tra l w o rks  d e a lin g w ith th e  c o n c e p t o f d ia lo g u e  a n d  w ith  c a r n iv a l c u lm re H o w e v e Ļ

th is te x t
,  
b e in g  th e  e x p o s itio n  o f B a kh  山六 n r s t p h ilo s o p h y

'

,  s e r v e s  a s  a n  o n to lo g ic a l

g r o u n d in g o f th e  id e a  o F d ia lo g u e
,  

w ith o u t w h ic h  th is  id e a  is o n ly  to o  re a d ily  g iv e n  a

fa ls e
, c u ļ tu ra l h is to r ic a l im e rp r e ta tio n

Io 
E v e n  th e  p r im a c y  o r w ill o v e r  in te lle c t d e fe n d e d  by  Jo h n  D u n s  Scorns ke p t in ta c t th is

II 

th e o re tic a l a p p ro a c h  to  B e in g  th a t c a n  b e  tra c e d b a c k to  G r e e k  p h ilo so p hy

H u s s e rl
'

s  c r itiq u e  o f p s y c h o lo g is m  re m a in s fu lly  r e le v a n t b o th a s  a n  a tte m p t to  s o lv e

th is p r o b le m
, a n d  a s  th e  Fa ilu r e  o F th e  p r o p o se d s o lu tio n  d u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t H u s s e rl

'

s

tr a n s c e n d e n ta l tu r n  d id  n o t ta k e  h im  b e y o n d th e  lim its  o f tra n s c e n d e n ta l m e ta p h y s ic s
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h e  n o w
'

p a r tic ip a te s
'

a s a  b io lo g ic a l s p e c ie s , 
a s  a  s o c ia l in d iv id u a l o r a s  a  s u b

je c t o f p hy s io lo g ic a l a n d m e n ta l s ta te s ; to  p u t  it b r ie fly , 
b y  a  w o r ld  w h e re  he

a p p e a rs Lin d e r  th is o r  th a t th e o re tic a l h e a d in g In  B a k h tin
'

s w o rd s
,

[5] in c e  th e o ry  h a s  b r o k e n  a w a y  Ř o m  th e  a c t u a lly  p e r fo r m e d  a c t

a n d  d e v e lo p s  a c c o rd in g to  its im m a n e n t la w
,  

th e  p e r fo r m e d  a c t

its e lf, 
h a v in g r e le a s e d th e o r y fr o m  itsel b e g in s  to  d e t e r io r a te A ll

th e  e n e r g y  o f a n s w e r a b le  p e r fo r m in g is d r a w n  o ft in to  th e  a u to n

o m o u s d o m a in  o f c u ltu r e
, 

a n d , 
a s  a  r e s u lt

, 
th e  p e r fo r m e d  a c t

, 
d e

ta c h e d fr o m  th a t e n e rgy , 
s in k s to  th e  le v e l o f e le m e n ta r y  b io lo g i

c a l a n d e c o n o m ic  m o tiv a tio n
, 

th a t is , 
lo s e s a ll its id e a l m o m e n ts

th a t is p r e c is e ly  w h a t c o n s tit u te s  th e  s ta te  o f c iv ilis a tio n (B a kh tin

19 9 3 : 5 5)

T h e r e fo r e
, 

a c c o rd in g to  B a kh tin
, 
it is th e  D e e d

, 
r a th e r  th a n  th e  W o rd

, 
tha t

sh o u ld  p r o v id e  th e  b a s is fo r a
'ń r s t p h ilo s o p h y

'

It im p lie s  th a t m a n
'

s tr u e

p e r s o n a lity  c a n n o t b e  d is c e r n e d  fr o m  th e  p e r s p e c tiv e  o f th e  th e o r e tic a lly  a p

p r e h e n d e d
'

B e in g
'

; o n  th e  c o n tr a ry , 
th e o r e tic a l tr u th s  sh o u ld  b e  u n d e r s to o d

fr o m  w ith in  th a t a c c o m p lish e d
'

e v e n t
'

, w
h ic h  is  m a n

12  V ie w e d th r o u gh this

m e ta p h y s ic a l p r is m
, 

m a n  is n o t th e  s u bje c t o f th e o r e tic a l k n o w le d g e  w h o  h a s

c u r io u sly  d u p lic a te d h im s e lf to  fo r m  its  o bje c t
, 
b u t a  p a r tic ipa n t in  B e in g

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d
, 
B e in g  s e e n  th r o u gh th e  e y e s n o t o f a  th e o r e tic a l s u b

je c t
, 
b u t o f a  p a r tic ip a n t in  it

, 
is a n  e u  � n t ıh u s

,  
t r a c k s  in  th e  W ils o n  c lo u d

c h a m b e r  a re  le ft by  a  p u r e ly  p h y s ic a l p r o c e s s  th a t c a n  b e  d e s c rib e d in  te rm s

o fp h y s ic s  a s a n  o bje c tiv e  s c ie n c e H o w e v e r
, 
th e  ıł?? � rtantng o f th e s e  tra c ks

a s th e  tr a c e s  o f m ic r o p a r tic le  tr a je c to r ie s  c a n n o t b e  d e s c r ib e d  e ith e r  in  te r m s

o f p h y s ic s  o r  ĵn  te r m s  o f p sy c h o lo gy  a s  a  s c ie n c e  th a t la y s  c la im  to  b e in g a n

o bje c tiv e  s tu dy  o f m e n ta l p r o c e s s e s In  o th e r  w o rd s
, 

th e  s e ??se  o f a  s itu a tio n

w e  o bs e r v e  in  th e  W ils o n  c h a m b e r  b e lo n g s  n e ith e r  to  th e
'

o bje c t
'

, 
n o r to  th e

'

s u bje c t
'

o f a  th e o r e tic a l d e s c r ip tio n T h e  s e n s e  o f a  s it u a tio n  c a n  o n ly  b e  se e n

fr o m  w ith in  th e  s itu a tio n  its e lf
, 

th r o u gh  th e  e y e s  o f its  p a r tic ip a n t
, 

a n d c a ll

o n ly  b e  e x p re s s e d th r o u gh p a r tic ipa to ly , n o t th e o r e tic a l th in kin g T h e  s e n se

o f a  s it u a tio n  is o p e n  to  m e  to  th e  e x te n t o f m y  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  it , 
s o m e thin g

th a t
, o n  th e  o n e  h a n d

, p la c e s  th is  situ a tio n  b e y o n d  a n y  o bje c tiv is t typ ic a lity,

a n d  o n  th e  o th e r
, 
d o e s  a w a y  w ith th e  p o sitio n  o f th e  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l s u bje c t a s

a  u n iv e r s a l o b s e r v e r  n o t in v o lv e d  in  a n y  o f th e
'

o b s e r v e ď  s itu a tio n s p y s ic
al

]2  ° 

It is o n ly fr o m  w ith in  th e  a c tu a lly  p e rfo r m e d a c t
, 

is  o n c e o c c u rr e n t,  
in te gral a ild

u n ita ry  in  its a n s w e ra b ility , th a t w e  c a n  fin d a n  a pp r o a c h  to  u n ita ry  a n d o  n  c e o  c c u rre n
[

B e in g in  its c o n c r e te  a c tu dity A  ĥ r s t p h ilo s o p h y  c a n  o rie n t its e lf o n ly  w ith re sp e c t 
to

th a t a c t u a lly  p e rfo r m e d a c ť '

(B a kh tin  199 3 2 8)
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p ro c e s s e s o f th e  k in d w e  c a n  o b s e r v e  in  th e  W ils o n  c lo u d  c h a m b e r  e x ist in  th �

w o r  M , 
s in c e  th e y  d o  n o t d e p e n d o n  m a n  a n d a re  n o t a  d ire c t r e s u lt o f h u m a n

a c tiv iw  H o w e v e r
,  
th e  s e ??s e  o f s u c h  p r o c e s s e s  d o e s  n o t e x is t in  th e  w o rld a n d

c a n n o t
, 

th e r e fo r e
, 

c o m e  u n d e r  th e  o n to lo g ic a l h e a d in g o f
'

e n  ti ty
' S e n s e  is

s o m e th in g th a t o c c u p I in  the  w o rld
, 

s o m e th in g th a t
, 

o n c e  it h a s  o c c u r r e d
, 
ir

r e v e r s ibly c h a n g e s  th e  w o rld its e lf
, 

m a kin g it u n a ble  to  r e tu r n  to  its  p r e v io u s

s ta te F o r  th is r e a s o n
, 
w h a t w e  c a ll s e n s e  c a n  b e  d e s c rib e d a s a  k in d o f o n to fo g

ić ů t it? u o tu  � n ï  � n t of m a n  in  th � tuorti
,  
d u e  to  w h ic h e v e ry 山 in g o n e  s a y s  a b o u t

th e  w o r ld t u r n s o u t to  b e  a n  e u  � n t of tb � zu o r ld  r a th e r  th a n  a  p sy c h o lo gic a l

s ta te  o f a  h u m a n  b e in g
"

t h u s
, 

s e n s e  a n d fa c t a r e  b r o u g h t to g e th e r  in to  a  s in gle  w h o le  n o t by

e s s e n c e
, 

a s th e  b a s is o f o bje c tify in g th in k in g , 
b u t by  a  d e e d

, 
in  w h ic h  a lo n e

s e n s e  is  r e v e a le d T h e  s e n s e  o f a  fa c t is g iv e n  by  th e  v e ry
'fa c t

'

o f s e n s e
, 
th a t is

,

a t th e  liv in g , p u ls a tin g p o in t o f m y  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  w o rld It is  p r e c is e ly

a t s u c h a  p o in t
, 

w h e re  I a m  c o n c e n tr a te d to  s u c h a n  e x te n t th a t
, 
in  M a m a r

d a sh v ili
'

s w o rd s
, 
I n o w  d e s e r v e

'

th e  fa ll o f th e  a p p le
'

(i e I a m  n o w  c a p a ble  o f

s e e in g a  g e n e r a l la w  in  a  s im p le  fa c t), 
th a t th e  bir th o fs e n ĵ e  ta k e s  p la c e T h is  is

w h y s e n s e  is n o t p e r c e p tible  to  th e  g a z e  o f th e o ry  b u t is c o n s tr u c te d by  th e  a c t

o f m y  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f th e  w o rld T h e  o n to lo gic a l tu r n  e ffe c te d by  B a kh tin
,

th e r e fo r e
, 

sh o w s u s th e  w a y  o u t o f th e  a p o r ia  o f th e o r e tic a l c o n s c io u s n e s s
,

w h ic h p la c e s u s b e tw e e n  a  p o te n tia lly  e n d le s s e m p iric a l s e rie s  o f fa c ts
, 

o n

th e  o n e  h a n d
, 

a n d  th e  abeagiu � n , 
fu n d a m e n ta lly  c o m p le te  w o rld o f s e n s e s

(e s s e n c e s), 
o n  th e  o th e r T h u s is  d isp e lle d th e  illu s io n  o f a  ĥ n ish e d s e r ie s o f

 s

e n s e s '
.

e n s e  is no t  time l es s ,
 i
t is btoricał. n ot he r  wo r ds ,

 s
e n s e  is an  ev e n t �

th a t h a s n e v e r  b e fo r e  ta k e n  p la c e
, 

th a t is  n o t p r e d e te r m in e d  by  a n y  fa c tu a l

s ta te  o f a fta ir s , 
it is a n  e v e n t o f w h ic h  n o  th e o r e tic a l a c c o u n t c a n  b e  ta k e n

,

a n  e v e n t th a t s im p ly  o ć  � u ? í, th o u gh w ith o u t b e in g a c c id e n ta l
, 

a n d th a t
, 

o n c e

it h a s  o c c u r r e d
, 
ir r e v e r s ibly  c h a n g e s th e  tr aje c to ry  o f

'

e v e n ts
'

in  th e  w o rld

A t th e  s a m e  tim e , 
th e  h is to r İc ity  o f s e n s e  is  d ire c tly c o n n e c te d w ith th e  o ld

c h a r a c te r is a tio n  o f
'

w h a t is d o n e
' (th e  d e e d) -

'

th e  la s t th in g
'

, 
w h ic h c a n  b e

fo u n d in  A ris to tle
'

s N it o m ů ć be a n  E rbic í (A ris to tle  2 0 0 0 : 1 12 )

13 T h e  s c ie n tis t is  p a r t , 
a n d th e r e fo re  a  p a r tic ip a n t, 

o f th a t u ltim a te  s itu a tio n  w h ic h is

c a lle d th e  w o rld T h is  is w hy  th e r e  w ill a lw a ys  e x is t , 
b e tw e e n  th e  s c ie n tific  d e s c rip tio n  o f

th e  w o rld a n d th e  w o rld its e lf, 
a  c e r ta in  o n to lo gic a l c le a ra n c e ,  

w h ile  o bje c tiv is t th in kin g

s e e ks  to  e lim in a te  it , 
if p o s s ible , 

o r , 
a t le a s t,  

to  pıa y  d o w n  its im p o r ta n c e  by  in v o kin g

th e  id e a  o f s c ie n tific  c o g n itio n  a s a  p ro c e s s o f in fin ite  a p p ro x im a tio n  to  tr u th A s  it

d o e s s o , o bje c tiv is t th in kin g fa ils to  p e rc e iv e  a  p a ra d o x  in h e re n t in  th is v ie w In d e e d ,  
if

s c ie n tific  k n o w le d g e  c o m e s  in fin ite ly  c ıo s e r  a n d c lo se r  to  so m e  o bje c tiv e  tr u th
, 

o r  s o m e

'

tr u th  in  its e lf
'

,  
th e n  it im p lie s th a t a t e v e ry  in d iv id u a l s ta ge  o f its  d e v e lo p m e n t

, 
s c ie n c e

is  in fin ite ly  fa r fro m  tr u  th ,  
s o m e th in g th a t m a k e s th e  v e ry  c o n c e p t o f th e  d e v e lo p m e n t

o f s c ie n tiĥ c  k n o w le d g e  a p p e a r  to  b e  th e o re tic a l n o n s e n s e
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In d e e d
, 
it is n o t ? e ûûp [a , 

b Lit n p ĉ iĘĮq th a t is  th e  ĥ n a l c o n te x t w h ic h s u p

p o r ts  th e  B e in g o f th e  th e o r e tic a l w o rld A s  B a k h tin  p u t it
,

[t]h e  p e rfo r m e d a c t c o n c e n tr a te s
, 

c o r r e la te s
, 

a n d  r e s o lv e s w ithin  a

u n ita ry a n d u n iq u e  a n d , 
th is tim e

, 
fin a l c o n te x t b o th th e  s e n s e  a n d

th e  fa c t
, 

th e  u n iv e rs a l a n d th e  in d iv id u a l, 
th e  r e a l a n d th e  id e a l

,

fo r e v e ry th in g e n te r s  in to  th e  c o m p o s itio n  o f its  a n s w e r a ble  m o ti

v a tio n T h e  p e rfo rm e d a c t c o n s titu te s  a  g o in g o u t o n c e  a n d jb  · a ı【

fro m  w ith in  p o s s ib ility  a s s u c h in to  tu h a t ts  o n c e o c c u r r e n t (B a kh tin

19 9 3 : 2 9)

T h e o r e tic a ı c o n te x tu a lity  is a lw a y s a  g  � n e ï zılsa tio n
,  

a n d in  its fin a l
, 
id e a l re

a lis a tio n  ta ke s th e  sh a p e  o f a  fo r m u la  th a t b in d s  to g e th e r  a  m u ltitu de  o f

in d iv id u a l in s ta n c e s  w ith in  th e  p a r a m e t e r s  o f s p a c e  a n d  tim e In  a  sim ila r

w a y , 
th e  la w  o í u n iv e r s a l g r a v ita tio n  s e r v e s  a s  a  u n ifie d  c o n te x t th a t b rin gs to

g e th e r  s u c h quJitatively h e te r o g e n e o u s th in g s  a s th e  fäll o f a n  a p p le  a n d the

r o ta tio n  o f th e  M o o n  a r o u n d  th e  E a r th C o n s e q u e n tlh  a  th e o r e tic a l c o n te x t

jo in s to g e th e r  th e  to ta lity  o f n o t o n ly  a c tu a l
, 
b u t a ls o  o fp o ssibłe  in sta n c e s

,

i e o f e v e n ts th a t c a n  o c c u r  in  a n y p la c e  a n d a t a tzy tim e A  p r a c tic a l c o n

te x t
, 

c r e a te d a s  it is by  a  d e e d
, 
is  a

' ń n a l
'

o n e  p r e c is e ly  fo r  th e  r e a s o n  th a t it

c a n n o t be  g e n e ï a łise d  in  p r in c ip le In  a  d e e d
,  

s p a c e  a n d  tim e  a r e  c o n tra c ted to
th e  tit?zit ofjpa c e  (h ic ) a n d  to  th e  łtm it  of time (n u n c ) 14 H e r e  w e  a re  d e alin g
w ith c h r o n o top e

, 
i e w ith a  p r a c tic a l

,  
r a th e r  th a n  a  th e o r e tic a l c o r re la tio n  o f

sp a c e  a n d rim e
, w h ic h g e n e r a t e s  th e  e n e r gy  o f a  d e e d F o r  th is  r e a s o n  a  de e d

c a n n o t b e  a b s tr a c te d fr o m  th e  u n iq u e n e s s o f its h is to r ic a l p e rfo r m a n c e
, 
fro m

th e  sin 9 u la r ity o f its
'h e r e

'

a n d
'

n o w
'

, 
to  b e  th e n  g e n e r a lis e d in  a  th e o re tic al

fo r m u la  o r  a n  e th ic a l n o r m T h e  o n to lo g ic a l
'h e a v in e s s

'

o f a  d e e d is m e a s u red

n o t in  th e
'

w e igh t
'

c a te go r ie s o f th e o r e tic a l k n o w le d g e
,  
b u t o n ly Tr o m  ıu ithin

th e  a c t its e lf
, 

th e  r e a l h e a v in e s s  o f w h ic h 1 c a n  a p p r e c ia te  o n ly  if I ĵ bo u łdr :

iÆ b u r d e n T h e  h is to r ic ity  o f a  d e e d
, a n d

, consequentl th e  h is to r ic ity o f the

s e n s e  it c o n s t r u c ts
, c a n  b e  e x p r e s s e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g w a y  w h a t is h a p p e n in g

h e r e  c o u ld o n ly  h a p p e n  n o zu  o r  n e v e r
,  

a n d  if it is  h a p p e n in g , 
it h a s  ha ppen ed

o ?ï c e  a n ß  · a tl In  th e  ligh t o f iţ s ir r e v e r s ib le  c o n s e q u e n c e s
,  

a  d e e d is a lw ays
a  n e zu  be gin n in g I c a n  r e tu r n  to  th e

'h e a v y  p o in t
'

o f m y  d e e d o n ly w ith the

w o rld  its e l£ It is p r e c is e ly  th is  im p o s s ib ility  o f r e tu r n in g to  th e  in itia l p°in t o F
m y  d e e d

, a n d
, 
th e r e fo re

, o f e v a d in g its  ir r e v e r s ib le  c o n s e q u e n c e s
, 
th a t c o n sti

tu te s m y
'

n o n a lib i in  B e in g
'

T h u s
, m y

'

n o n a lib i in  B e in g
'

is n o th in g o t
he r

th a n  th e  o n to lo g ic a l r a d ic a l o f m y  p a r tic źpa tio n  in  th e  w o rld th a t c a n n o t be

M "

C o n tr a c tin g a ll sp a c e  to  th e  s iz e  o f th o se  s p o ts  / w h e re  I
'

v e  c ra w le d in  th e  pa in  o
f

e x is te n c e
"

(B ro d sky  197 3 : 6 5)
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e x p re s s e d in  te r m s  o f s e lF c o n s c io u s n e s s
, th a t is  u n th in k a ble  in  th e  p o sitio n

o f th e  C a r te sía n  E g o  ご a gito T h e  p o s itio n  o f a p a r tic ipa n t is  in c o m p a tib le  w ith
th a t o f a  s u bje c t In  th is  s e n s e

, 
th e  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l s u bje c t h a s a  c o m p le te  a lib i

in  B e in g , 
fo r  it e x is ts e v e ry w h e r e  a n d tï o zu b e r  �

T h u s , 
th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e o r e tic a l a n d

, m o r e  g e n e r a lly , o f a ll in te lligib le
tr u th s lie s in  th e  e fte c tiv e n e s s  o f a  d e c is iv e  d e e d In  o th e r  w o rd s

, 
B  � in g ts  r e a

tĵ  � tt in  ü n  � u e ??t m e  e v e n t o f a  d e e d is th e  m e a n in g fu l o r ig in  o f th a t k in d o f
B e in g u p o n  w h ic h  th e o r e tic a l c o n s c io u s n e s s  h a s  ille g itim a te ly  c o n fe r r e d th e

s ta tu s o f a  th o r o  u gh ly a u to n o m o u s sp h e r e  a n d w h ic h it a d v e r tis e s  a s th e  o n ly
g e n u in e  w o rld M e r e fo r e

, 
in  B a k h tin

'

s w o rd s
,

"

[t]h e  e x tr a te m p o r a l v a lid ity
o f th e  w h o le  th e o r e tic a l w o rld o f tr u th s  ĥ ts

, 
in  its e n tir e ty , 

w ith in  th e  a c tu a l
h is to r ic ity  o f B e in g a s e v e n t

"

(B a kh tin  19 9 3 : 10 ) T h is  q u o ta tio n
, 
h o w e v e r

,

in v ite s a  q u e s tio n  th a t B a kh tin
'

s  te x t d o e s  n o t a n d c a n n o t a n s w e r In d e e d
, 
in

w h a t w a y  d o e s  th e  o bje c tiv ity  o f th e  th e o r e tic a l w o rld
, 
in  its e n tir e ty , 

ĥ t w ith
in  th e  e v e n tn e s s  o f th e  d e e d ? I£ a s  B a kh tin  q u ite  c o r r e c tly  p o in ts o u t

,

"

[t]
h e  e te r n ity  o f tr u th  c a n n o t b e  c o n tr a p o s e d to  o u r  te m p o r a lity  a s  a  d u r a tio n

w ith o u t e n d
, 
fo r  w h ic h o u r  tim e  is b u t a  m e r e  m o m e n t o r  s e g m e n t

"

(B a kh tin

1993 : 10), 
in  w h a t w a y  d o e s th e  tim e  o f th e  o bje c tiv e  w o rld c o n tr a c t to  th e

p o in t o f o u r  te m p o r a lity , 
i e To  th e  e v e n t

'

s o w n  tim e ? In  w h a t w a y  c a n  th e

in ĥ n ity  o f o bje c tiv e  tim e  b e  r e p r e s e n te d by  th a t in ń n ite sim a l q u a n tity  w h ic h

is m a n  o n  th e  s c a le  o f o bje c tiv e  tim e ? T o  a n s w e r  th e s e  q u e s tio n s w o u ld m e a n

to  in d ic a te  th e  lim it o f th e o r e tic a l th in kin g b e y o n d w h ic h  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l

m e ta p hy s ic s is  tr a n sfo r m e d in to  e th ic s
, 

o n e  w h ic h  w ill n o  lo n g e r  b e  e th ic s  o f

th e  o u gh t
, 
b u t e th ic s o f th e  d e e d
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