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Biography 

Konstantin Petrovich Pobedonostsev (1827-1907) was a highly prominent-and 
highly controversial-political figure in late imperial Russia. 1 Home-schooled by 
his father ( a priest's son who opted out of a clerical career and became a literature 
professor at Moscow University), Konstantin matriculated in the newly estab
lished Imperial School of Jurispmdence for the elite and well-connected. After 
graduating in 1846, he received an appointment to serve in the Moscow branch 
of the Senate, the supreme judicial organ. For the next fifteen years he not only 
oversaw several central provinces but also conducted research on the history of 
Russian law. 

In 1859, amid plans to emancipate the serfs and embark on the other Great 
Reforms under Alexander II (r. 1855-81), Pobedonostsev published a study 
about the manifold shortcomings in Russian civil procedure.2 Moscow University 
accepted that work as a master's thesis and appointed him to teach civil procedure, 
which in turn led to a lithograph of his lectures. 3 His publications and apparent 
interest in reform elicited an invitation to serve on the commission that eventu
ally produced the very liberal and very Western-oriented Judicial Reform of 1864, 
featuring such provisions as juries, publicity, and the irremovability ofjudges.4 The 

1 This chapter is part of a project supported by the Russian Science Foundation (No. 19-18-
00482: "Entangled Histories: Russia and the Holy See, 1917-1958"). 

The historiography on Pobedonostsev is stupendous. For a review, emphasizing Western 
and emigre literature, see Tom E. Dykstra, "Evil Genius and Guardian Angel: The Image 
of Constantine Pobcdonostsev in Russian Historiography," Symposion: A Journal of Russian 
Thought7-l2 (2002-7): 81-105. For the ever-expanding post-Soviet scholarship, see A. Iu. 
Polunov, K. P. Pobedonostsev v obshchestvenno�politicheskoi i dukhovnoi zhizni Rossii (Moscow: 
ROSSPEN, 2010), 3-24. 

2 K. P. Pobedonostsev, "O reformakh v grazhdanskom sudoproizvodstvc," published in Russkii 
vestnik in 1859 and reprinted in Pobcdonostscv, Iuridicheskie proizvedeniia, ed. V. A. Tom
sinov (Moscow: Izdatel'stvo "Zertsalo," 2012), 219-313. 

3 K. P. Pobedonostsev, Grazhdanskoe sudoproizvodstvo. Lektsii, lithograph (Moscow, 1863). 
4 For detailed accounts, see M. G. Korotich, Samoderzhavie i sudebnaia reforma 1864 goda v 

Rossii (Voronezh: Izdatel'stvo Voronezhkogo universiteta, 1989); Richard S. Wortman, The 
Development of a Russian Legal Consciousness (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 
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Law and the Christian Tradition in Modern Russia, ed. Paul Valliere and Randall Poole






































